
Advances	in	Engineering	Innovation	(2024)	Volume	10 EWA	Publishing
Published	online:	20	August	2024 DOI:	10.54254/2977-3903/10/2024099 

Copyright: © 2024 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons 

Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). https://aei.ewadirect.com 

A review of the preparation methods and techniques of electron 

backscatter diffraction (EBSD) samples 

Hong Rui 

College of Materials Science and Engineering, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044 

hongrui@cqu.edu.cn 

Abstract. In the field of materials science, Electron Backscatter Diffraction (EBSD) technology has become a powerful tool for 

microstructure analysis, demonstrating unique advantages in the study of material texture, grain size, and orientation distribution. 

Recognizing that the quality of EBSD sample preparation directly impacts the accuracy and reliability of data, this paper delves 

into the principles of EBSD technology and explores optimized methodologies for sample preparation. By examining the influence 

of different preparation techniques on EBSD data quality, this study systematically summarizes best practices for critical steps 

such as surface treatment, polishing, and electrolytic polishing. The research reveals that meticulous sample preparation 

significantly enhances the quality of EBSD images, thereby improving the resolution and precision of diffraction data. Additionally, 

addressing the challenges and limitations encountered in practical applications of EBSD technology, a series of improvement 

measures are proposed to facilitate the widespread application of EBSD in materials science. In summary, this paper aims to 

provide researchers with a comprehensive EBSD sample preparation guideline, fostering advanced research and practical 

applications in the field of material analysis. 
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1. Introduction 

In the forefront of materials science, Electron Backscatter Diffraction (EBSD) technology shines like a brilliant gem, revealing the 

mysteries of the microscopic world of materials with its unique precision and depth. Since its rapid rise in the 1990s, EBSD has 

become a key tool in microstructure analysis, particularly in the fields of crystal orientation, texture analysis, grain size 

measurement, and grain boundary properties. However, the effective application of EBSD technology critically depends on the 

quality of sample preparation. A high-quality sample ensures not only the accuracy and reliability of data but also significantly 

enhances the resolution and precision of diffraction data, thereby profoundly influencing the understanding and optimization of 

material properties [1]. 

This paper aims to thoroughly explore the principles of EBSD technology and how to optimize sample preparation processes 

to enhance analytical efficacy. By detailed analysis of different preparation techniques, we aim to outline best practices for 

preparing ideal EBSD samples, promoting the broad application of EBSD technology in material analysis. We will provide not 

only a comprehensive theoretical analysis but also practical examples demonstrating the effectiveness of various preparation 

methods. This will include guidance on selecting the most appropriate sample preparation strategies based on different material 

properties and research needs. Ultimately, this paper seeks to advance the application and research of EBSD technology in the 

field of materials science, providing strong support for optimizing material performance and driving technological innovation and 

performance improvement in industries such as manufacturing, aerospace, energy, and electronics [1,3]. 

2. Principles of electron backscatter diffraction (EBSD) technology 

2.1. Basic theory and working principles of EBSD 

The theoretical foundation of Electron Backscatter Diffraction (EBSD) lies in crystallography and electron diffraction theory. 

When a beam of high-energy electrons penetrates a crystalline material, the electron waves interact with the atoms in the crystal, 

causing diffraction. This process follows Bragg's law of diffraction, expressed as n\lambda = 2d\sin\theta\), where n\) is the 

diffraction order, \lambda\) is the wavelength of the electron wave, d\) is the interplanar spacing, and \theta\) is the Bragg angle. 
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In EBSD, an electron beam from a Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) strikes the sample surface at a certain angle, interacting 

with the crystal atoms to produce backscattered electrons. Among these backscattered electrons, the Kikuchi lines are the core of 

EBSD analysis, carrying rich information about crystal orientation, lattice parameters, and crystal structure [4]. 

The working principle of EBSD can be summarized in the following steps: First, an electron beam in the SEM is focused on a 

small region of the sample surface, where interactions with the crystal atoms generate backscattered electrons, including Kikuchi 

lines. These backscattered electrons are collected by the EBSD detector, typically a set of Silicon Drift Detectors (SDDs), which 

are highly sensitive to incident electrons and convert them into electrical signals. The electrical signals are then converted into 

digital images, including backscattered electron images (BSE images) and Kikuchi patterns, the latter being critical for EBSD 

analysis. By analyzing the features of Kikuchi lines, the crystal orientation and structure information can be determined. This 

process involves complex image processing and pattern recognition algorithms to accurately match the Kikuchi lines with standard 

crystal structure databases, thereby resolving crystal orientation, grain boundaries, grain boundary properties, and micro-strain 

information. 

The high resolution and rapid data acquisition capabilities of EBSD make it an indispensable tool in materials science. However, 

to ensure the accuracy and reliability of EBSD data, sample preparation is crucial. The sample surface must be as flat and defect-

free as possible to minimize surface effects and orientation deviations, which directly affect the clarity and completeness of 

diffraction patterns. Therefore, every step-in sample preparation, from mechanical polishing to electrolytic polishing and final 

surface cleaning, must be meticulously controlled to ensure the precision and reliability of EBSD analysis. In the following sections, 

we will delve into optimizing the sample preparation process to enhance the application efficacy of EBSD technology in material 

analysis [4]. 

2.2. Applications of EBSD in materials science 

In the field of materials science, Electron Backscatter Diffraction (EBSD) technology is widely applied and plays a pivotal role in 

microstructural analysis and crystallography studies. EBSD not only provides high-precision crystal orientation data but also 

reveals key microstructural characteristics within materials, including grain size, grain boundary properties, texture distribution, 

and micro-strain. These data are crucial for understanding material properties, processing techniques, and service behavior, making 

EBSD an indispensable resource for materials scientists and engineers when designing and optimizing new materials [6]. 

2.2.1. Crystal orientation and texture analysis 

EBSD can accurately measure the orientation of each grain. By analyzing the orientation differences between grains, the texture 

information of the material can be revealed. For example, in metal processing, the formation of texture directly affects the 

anisotropy of the material, subsequently influencing its formability and mechanical properties. Through EBSD technology, the 

formation and evolution of texture can be quantified, providing scientific evidence for the design and optimization of materials 

[5]. 

2.2.2. Grain size and distribution 

EBSD technology can quickly and accurately measure grain size and distribution, which is important for evaluating the 

microstructural stability of materials. Researchers can plot grain size distribution maps using EBSD, analyze grain boundary 

characteristics, and identify the presence of substructures, which is crucial for optimizing heat treatment processes and processing 

conditions [5]. 

2.2.3. Grain boundary properties and microstructural evolution 

Grain boundaries are critical microstructural features in materials, influencing their physical, chemical, and mechanical 

properties. EBSD technology can analyze grain boundary properties, such as grain boundary energy, segregation, and migration 

rate, which are essential for understanding the thermodynamic stability, corrosion behavior, and diffusion processes in materials. 

Additionally, EBSD can monitor the dynamic changes in microstructure during heat treatment or service, such as grain growth, 

phase transformation, and dislocation activities, providing fundamental data for predicting material performance and evaluating 

lifespan [4]. 

2.2.4. Micro-Strain analysis 

EBSD technology can measure the micro-strain within materials, which is significant for understanding deformation mechanisms 

during processing, assessing residual stresses, and predicting service performance. By analyzing EBSD data, the distribution of 

strain within the material, identification of stress concentration areas, and evaluation of damage and fatigue behavior under 

different environments can be revealed [9]. 
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2.2.5. Material performance and process optimization 

The application of EBSD technology extends beyond microstructural analysis. It also guides the improvement of material 

performance and process optimization. By conducting in-depth research on the microstructure of materials, the relationship 

between performance and microstructure can be uncovered, providing a scientific basis for the development of new materials and 

the improvement of existing materials. Moreover, EBSD data can be used to validate and optimize material processing techniques, 

such as heat treatment, rolling, and casting, ensuring that the final product meets design specifications [10]. 

The application of Electron Backscatter Diffraction technology in materials science spans from fundamental research to applied 

development. Its precise characterization capability of microstructures provides powerful tools for materials scientists and 

engineers, driving continuous advancements in materials science and ongoing optimization of material performance. 

3. Preparation methods for EBSD samples 

3.1. Preliminary preparation and surface treatment 

In the application of Electron Backscatter Diffraction (EBSD) technology, the preliminary preparation and surface treatment of 

samples are the cornerstone of ensuring the accuracy of analytical results. This process involves multiple meticulous steps aimed 

at minimizing surface defects and ensuring the smoothness and cleanliness of the sample surface, thereby enhancing the quality 

of EBSD images and the resolution of diffraction data. The following are the key steps in preliminary preparation and surface 

treatment: 

3.1.1. Coarse and fine grinding 

The initial preparation of samples typically begins with coarse grinding, which aims to remove surface relief and marks caused by 

the cutting process, laying the groundwork for subsequent fine treatment. Coarse grinding is usually carried out using a grinding 

wheel or sandpaper, where the selection of appropriate grit size is crucial to avoid introducing new deformation layers. The 

subsequent fine grinding stage involves the use of metallographic sandpaper, progressing from coarse to fine, to eliminate scratches 

left from the previous stage. The ultimate goal of fine grinding is to obtain a sample surface free of noticeable scratches and with 

a minimized deformation layer [11]. 

3.1.2. Polishing 

Polishing is a critical step in sample preparation, intended to remove micro scratches left by fine grinding and achieve a mirror-

like smoothness. Initially, mechanical polishing is performed using polishing cloths and polishing pastes, transitioning from coarse 

to fine until the desired surface finish is achieved. However, mechanical polishing may sometimes leave a slight deformation layer 

on the sample surface, which could affect the quality of EBSD data. Therefore, chemical polishing or electrolytic polishing often 

follows as subsequent steps to further enhance the integrity of the sample surface [13]. 

3.1.3. Chemical and electrolytic polishing 

Both chemical and electrolytic polishing can remove surface oxide layers and stress, improving the microstructure of the sample 

surface. Chemical polishing uses chemical reagents to react with the sample surface, removing the surface layer and enhancing 

surface smoothness. Electrolytic polishing, on the other hand, involves placing the sample in an electrolyte solution and applying 

a voltage to cause electrochemical dissolution on the sample surface, thereby removing oxide layers and surface defects. 

Electrolytic polishing is particularly effective in reducing surface stress and improving the clarity of EBSD images [13]. 

3.1.4. Final cleaning and inspection 

The last step in surface treatment is thoroughly cleaning the sample to remove any particles and chemical reagents that may have 

remained during polishing. Ultrasonic cleaning and rinsing with deionized water are common cleaning methods, ensuring the 

sample surface is free of contaminants. After cleaning, the sample needs to be carefully inspected to confirm that there are no 

residual scratches, oxide layers, or contaminants on the surface, ensuring the precision of EBSD analysis [14]. 

3.1.5. Advanced surface treatment techniques 

For samples with extremely high requirements, such as materials with extremely low hardness or highly sensitive surfaces, more 

advanced surface treatment techniques, such as argon ion polishing, may be required. Argon ion polishing can finely remove the 
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sample surface layer without introducing additional stress or deformation, significantly enhancing the clarity of EBSD images and 

the resolution of diffraction data. 

Through meticulous preparation in the above steps, the quality of EBSD images can be significantly improved, thereby 

enhancing the resolution and accuracy of diffraction data. Every detail of sample preparation must be strictly controlled to ensure 

the accuracy and reliability of the final analytical results. In subsequent articles, we will delve into how to select the most 

appropriate sample preparation strategies based on different material properties and research needs to further optimize the 

application efficiency of EBSD technology in material analysis [15]. 

3.2. Polishing and final preparation techniques for EBSD samples 

In the preparation process of EBSD samples, polishing and final preparation techniques are crucial for ensuring the quality of 

diffraction data. This stage not only requires the removal of microscopic defects on the sample surface but also the preservation 

of the material's original microstructure to obtain the most accurate crystallographic information. The following is an in-depth 

discussion of polishing and final preparation techniques [16]. 

3.2.1. Advancements in mechanical polishing 

Mechanical polishing is the most common method for preparing EBSD samples, with the goal of eliminating surface scratches by 

progressively reducing abrasive particle size until a mirror-like finish is achieved. However, traditional mechanical polishing may 

introduce a surface deformation layer, affecting the quality of EBSD images. To address this issue, researchers have developed 

multi-stage polishing techniques. Initially, coarser abrasives are used for rough polishing to remove larger surface defects. 

Subsequently, the polishing transitions to finer abrasives, culminating in the use of nano-scale polishing pastes for the final polish. 

During this process, it is crucial to control polishing pressure and time to avoid over-polishing and prevent the formation of new 

deformation layers. 

3.2.2. Integration of chemical and electrolytic polishing 

Chemical and electrolytic polishing, as supplements to mechanical polishing, effectively remove surface oxide layers and residual 

stress, further enhancing the integrity of the sample surface. Chemical polishing employs specific chemical reagents, such as acidic, 

alkaline, or saline solutions, which react with the surface to dissolve and remove the outer layers, thereby improving surface 

smoothness. Electrolytic polishing uses electrochemical reactions in specific electrolytes to remove surface layers, particularly 

suitable for reducing surface stress and improving the clarity of EBSD images. Combining chemical and electrolytic polishing can 

effectively overcome the limitations of each individual method, achieving superior polishing results. 

3.2.3. Application of advanced polishing techniques 

For certain special materials, such as those with extremely low hardness or highly sensitive surfaces, traditional polishing methods 

may not suffice. In such cases, argon ion polishing becomes the preferred choice. Argon ion polishing removes surface oxide 

layers and defects through ion beams, significantly improving EBSD image clarity while reducing surface damage and avoiding 

deformation layer formation. Additionally, Focused Ion Beam (FIB) technology is also used for precise surface processing under 

specific conditions, particularly for preparing ultra-thin sections of samples to achieve high-resolution EBSD analysis [17]. 

3.2.4. Final cleaning and protection 

After polishing, the cleaning of the sample surface is crucial. Ultrasonic cleaning and deionized water rinsing are commonly used 

methods to remove residual polishing liquids and abrasives. Subsequently, the drying process should avoid using compressed air 

to prevent introducing new contaminants. Some sensitive materials may need to be dried in an inert gas environment to prevent 

oxidation. 

3.2.5. Sample protection and storage 

To maintain the integrity of the sample until the EBSD analysis, appropriate protective measures should be taken. Covering the 

sample with anti-static film or clean, lint-free cloth and storing it in a dry, clean environment helps avoid exposure to air, thus 

preventing oxidation and contamination. 
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3.2.6. Innovation and optimization 

Each step of sample preparation should be adjusted according to the material characteristics and research requirements. For 

example, extremely hard materials may require longer polishing times and finer abrasives, whereas softer materials may need 

gentler polishing methods to avoid surface damage. By systematically studying the responses of different materials, researchers 

can optimize preparation processes to meet specific analytical needs. 

Through these meticulous polishing and final preparation techniques, researchers can significantly enhance the quality of 

EBSD images, laying a solid foundation for subsequent microstructural analysis. These steps not only require an in-depth 

understanding of material properties but also continual technological innovation and practical optimization to advance the 

widespread application of EBSD technology in materials science [18]. 

4. Conclusion 

In this paper, we have conducted a comprehensive and in-depth exploration of the principles, applications, and sample preparation 

methods of Electron Backscatter Diffraction (EBSD) technology. As a powerful tool for microstructural analysis in materials 

science, the effectiveness and data quality of EBSD technology are directly influenced by the precision of sample preparation. 

Through detailed analysis of various preparation processes, we have summarized practical guidelines for optimizing key steps 

such as surface treatment, polishing, and electrolytic polishing, demonstrating the significant impact of meticulous preparation on 

enhancing the quality of EBSD images and diffraction data resolution. 

Addressing the challenges faced in practical applications of EBSD technology, such as surface contamination, oxidation, or 

deformation, we have proposed a series of innovative preparation methods and improvements. For instance, multi-stage polishing 

techniques, the integration of chemical and electrolytic polishing, and special treatment methods for specific materials all provide 

new avenues for enhancing EBSD analytical performance. The steps of final cleaning and sample protection are equally important, 

as they are crucial for maintaining sample integrity and preventing secondary contamination. 

Based on these studies, we have provided researchers with a detailed EBSD sample preparation guide aimed at optimizing the 

preparation process to improve the accuracy and reliability of EBSD analysis, thereby advancing the technology's research and 

widespread application in materials science. Our research not only emphasizes theoretical analysis but also includes specific 

examples and experimental data, showcasing the practical effects of different preparation methods and offering valuable references 

for materials scientists and engineers in selecting the most suitable sample preparation strategies. 

Through this research, we have not only deepened our understanding of the principles of EBSD technology and sample 

preparation processes but also provided new perspectives and practical guidance for its application in material analysis. We believe 

that with the continuous development and refinement of EBSD technology, its applications in various fields of materials science 

will become more extensive, offering robust support for optimizing material properties and developing new materials. 
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