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Abstract. With the rapid growth and increasing complexity of industrial big data, traditional 

data processing methods are facing many challenges. This article takes an in-depth look at the 

application of cloud computing technology in industrial big data processing and explores its 

potential impact on improving data processing efficiency, security, and cost-effectiveness. The 

article first reviews the basic principles and key characteristics of cloud computing technology, 

and then analyzes the characteristics and processing requirements of industrial big data. In 

particular, this study focuses on the application of cloud computing in real-time data processing, 

predictive maintenance, and optimization, and demonstrates its practical effects through case 

studies. At the same time, this article also discusses the main challenges encountered during the 

implementation process, such as data security, privacy protection, performance and scalability 

issues, and proposes corresponding solution strategies. Finally, this article looks forward to the 

future trends of the integration of cloud computing and industrial big data, as well as the 

application prospects of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence and machine 

learning in this field. The results of this study not only provide practical guidance for cloud 

computing applications in the industry, but also provide a basis for further research in academia. 
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1.  Introduction 

In today's industrialization process, big data has become a ubiquitous phenomenon. With rapid advances 

in sensor technology, the Internet of Things (IoT), and automation systems, industrial companies are 

generating unprecedented amounts of data. The data covers everything from machine performance to 

production processes, supply chain management and even customer interactions. However, the 

complexity, speed, and scale of industrial big data also pose significant challenges. Effective 

management, processing and analysis of data have become key factors to improve production efficiency, 

reduce costs and drive innovation. However, traditional data processing methods are often inadequate 

when dealing with such large and complex data sets. 

As a revolutionary technology, cloud computing provides new possibilities for processing industrial 

big data by providing scalable, flexible and cost-effective computing resources. It allows businesses to 

quickly increase or decrease computing resources when needed to cope with fluctuations in data volumes. 

In addition, cloud computing’s highly customizable nature and advanced analytical tools make it 

possible to perform deeper and more complex analyzes of industrial data. For example, using machine 
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learning and artificial intelligence tools on cloud platforms, companies can predict equipment failures, 

optimize production processes, and even implement personalized customer service. 

In view of the huge potential of cloud computing in industrial big data processing, this study aims to 

deeply explore how cloud computing can be effectively applied to the management and analysis of 

industrial big data. The research will focus on how cloud computing helps enterprises process, analyze 

and utilize big data, as well as the main challenges encountered in this process and possible solutions. 

The scope of this study includes cloud computing infrastructure, key technologies, and its specific 

implementation in different industrial applications. Through comprehensive analysis and case studies, 

this study aims to provide practical guidance to industrial enterprises on how to use cloud computing 

technology to process big data, while providing theoretical and practical contributions to academia. 

2.  Literature review 

The concept of industrial big data and its importance in modern industrial fields have gradually become 

a research hotspot. Industrial big data usually refers to the large amount of data generated during 

industrial production and operations. These data are known for their huge volume, high-speed mobility, 

diversity, and potential high value. The effective processing and analysis of this data plays a crucial role 

in improving production efficiency, promoting intelligent decision-making, and driving innovation [1]. 

With the rapid development of cloud computing technology, its application in industrial data 

processing has received more and more attention. Cloud computing provides a flexible, efficient, and 

scalable computing resource management method, making large-scale data storage, processing, and 

analysis more convenient and cost-effective. The core of cloud computing technology includes 

virtualization technology, distributed storage, automated management and resource scheduling. Cloud 

computing platform structure diagram of some enterprises (see Figure 1). The development of these 

technologies provides a solid foundation for processing complex and large-scale industrial data. 

Especially in industrial big data processing, cloud computing platforms play a key role. Through the 

cloud platform, enterprises can effectively solve the problems of data storage and management, and at 

the same time use the powerful data processing and analysis capabilities of the cloud to mine and analyze 

big data (See Figure 2). This not only greatly improves the efficiency and speed of data processing, but 

also helps enterprises extract valuable information from huge data sets, thereby optimizing the decision-

making process, improving operational efficiency and innovation capabilities [2]. 

However, the application of cloud computing in industrial big data processing also faces some 

challenges and problems. The most important ones include data security and privacy protection issues, 

cloud technology integration and compatibility issues, and training needs for relevant technical 

personnel. Therefore, enterprises need to fully consider these challenges when implementing cloud 

computing strategies to ensure data security and system stability [3]. 

 

Figure 1. Cloud computing platform structure diagram  
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Figure 2. Cloud computing platform in industrial big data processing flow chart [4] 

3.  Cloud computing platform technology analysis 

As a revolutionary technology, cloud computing is gradually changing the way industrial big data is 

processed. Its key technologies include virtualization technology, distributed storage and big data 

analysis tools. 

3.1.  Key technologies of cloud computing 

Virtualization technology: It allows the creation of multiple virtual machines (VMs) on a single physical 

machine, each of which can run different operating systems and applications. This technology improves 

resource utilization and provides flexibility for big data processing. 

Distributed storage: Storing data in multiple physical locations not only improves data accessibility 

and fault tolerance, but also speeds up data processing, especially when processing large-scale data sets 

[5]. 

Big data analysis tools: Cloud platforms usually integrate various big data processing and analysis 

tools, such as Hadoop and Spark, which can efficiently process and analyze large-scale data sets. 

3.2.  Application of cloud computing architecture in industrial big data processing 

Cloud computing architecture plays an important role in industrial big data processing by providing 

elastic resource allocation, efficient data processing capabilities, and easily scalable storage space. It 

enables enterprises to quickly respond to market changes, adjust data processing strategies in a timely 

manner, and effectively reduce data processing costs. 

3.3.  The importance of security and privacy protection and its solutions 

In cloud computing platforms, data security and privacy protection are one of the most important 

considerations. Solutions include: 

Encryption technology: Encryption technology is used during data transmission and storage to ensure 

data security [6]. 

Access Control: Implement strict authentication and authorization mechanisms to limit access to 

sensitive data. 

Monitoring and auditing: Regularly monitor cloud platform activities and conduct security audits to 

identify and prevent potential security threats [7]. 
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4.  Empirical analysis 

4.1.  Research design 

4.1.1.  Data sources 

This study selected representative companies from three different industries: a large automobile 

manufacturing company (manufacturing), an energy company (energy industry), and a medical 

equipment supplier (healthcare industry). These companies have integrated cloud computing technology 

into their business processes in recent years to process and analyze large amounts of industrial data. 

4.1.2.  Sample selection criteria 

Industry: Covers manufacturing, energy and healthcare industries to demonstrate the application effects 

of cloud computing technology in different industrial fields. 

Enterprise size: Select large enterprises with annual turnover exceeding $1 billion to ensure sufficient 

data volume and complexity for analysis. 

Length of cloud computing usage: Select companies with at least two years of experience in cloud 

computing applications to ensure that the data is mature enough to reflect the long-term effects of cloud 

computing technology [8]. 

4.1.3.  Data collection method 

Quantitative survey: Design a questionnaire survey for corporate management and technical personnel 

to understand the usage, performance improvement, cost savings, etc. of the cloud computing platform. 

Performance indicators: Collect performance indicators of enterprise cloud computing platforms, 

such as data processing speed, system availability, failure rate, etc. 

Financial reporting: Analyze a company's annual financial reports, specifically IT-related expenses 

and revenues, to assess the impact of cloud computing technology on financial performance. 

Data processing efficiency: Collect and analyze the company's completion time of data processing 

tasks before and after applying cloud computing to quantify the improvement in data processing 

efficiency. 

Cost-benefit analysis: Comparatively analyze the cost changes before and after the implementation 

of cloud computing through financial data, including but not limited to IT facility investment, operating 

costs and maintenance expenses. 

4.2.  Data analysis methods 

Statistical methods: Apply multiple regression analysis, analysis of variance (ANOVA), correlation 

analysis and time series analysis. 

Data analysis tools: Use R, Python (with Pandas, SciPy and other libraries) and SPSS. 

Multiple regression analysis formula: 

0        ...    Y X X nXn    = + + + + +₁ ₁ ₂ ₂
 (1) 

where Y  is the dependent variable, X  is the independent variable,   represents the coefficient, and 

  is the error term. 

Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) formula: 

between

within

MS
F

MS
=  

(2) 

where betweenMS  is the average square between groups, and withinMS  is the average square within the 

group. 
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Pearson's correlation coefficient formula: 

2 2
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− −
=

− −



 
 

(3) 

where 
iX  and Y  are the observed values of the two variables, and X  and Y  are their respective 

averages. 

4.3.  Result analysis 

In Figure 3 we show the relationship between data processing speed (units/hour) and annual operating 

costs (10,000 US dollars) after the application of cloud computing. Each point represents the cost of 

operating a business at a specific data processing speed. This chart helps analyze whether improvements 

in data processing efficiency are correlated with cost reductions. As data processing speed increases (i.e., 

moves to the right), annual operating costs gradually decrease (i.e., moves down). This shows that after 

enterprises adopt cloud computing technology, they not only improve data processing efficiency, but 

also effectively reduce operating costs. The distribution trend of points may indicate a certain degree of 

negative correlation, that is, the faster the data processing speed, the lower the corresponding operating 

cost. (X represents the data processing speed of an enterprise after applying the cloud computing 

platform, which is usually measured by the amount of data processed per unit time, such as "unit/hour". 

This indicator reflects the performance of the cloud computing platform in improving data processing 

efficiency. Y represents the annual operating cost of the enterprise after applying the cloud computing 

platform, usually in "ten thousand dollars". Cost calculations may include expenditures on hardware, 

software, maintenance, and human resources. This metric is used to evaluate the effectiveness of cloud 

computing platforms in reducing enterprise operating costs.) 

 

 
 

Time series chart (Figure 4 shows the trend of data processing speed over time before and after the 

enterprise applies the cloud computing platform. This chart can visually show the growth and stability 

of data processing speed. The chart shows the data processing speed from the beginning of 2020 to the 

end of 2021 Changes in data processing speed within 24 months. It can be observed that before the 

application of cloud computing technology (from the beginning of 2020 to the end of 2020), the data 

processing speed increased slowly; while after the application (from the beginning of 2021 to the end of 

2021), the data processing speed increased slowly. The speed has increased significantly, and the growth 

trend is more significant. This shows that the introduction of cloud computing technology has a 

significant effect on improving data processing speed. 

Figure 3. Scatter plot analysis: relationship 

between data processing efficiency and cost 

Figure 4. Processing speed versus 

operating costs 
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Figure 5 shows the distribution of data analysis accuracy scores before and after cloud computing 

application. By comparing the data analysis accuracy scores at two points in time (before and after 

application), the impact of cloud computing technology on the quality of data analysis can be seen. It 

can be seen from the box plot that the median and interquartile range of the data analysis accuracy scores 

after the application of cloud computing are higher than before the application. This shows that the 

introduction of cloud computing technology has significantly improved the accuracy of data analysis. 

In addition, the box plot also shows a smaller range of outliers, indicating that the data analysis results 

are more stable and reliable. 

Finally, we summarize the cloud computing rates for different enterprises (Figure 6). It can be clearly 

seen that: 

Efficiency improvements brought by cloud computing: The month-on-month growth in data 

processing speeds of the three companies reflects the potential of cloud computing technology in 

improving the efficiency of industrial big data processing. This suggests that over time, businesses may 

become increasingly adept at leveraging cloud computing resources, improving the speed and efficiency 

of data processing. 

Adaptation and optimization of different enterprises: Different starting points and growth rates 

may reflect differences in the adaptability and optimization degree of each enterprise after adopting 

cloud computing technology. For example, the rapid growth of Enterprise A may indicate that it is using 

cloud computing technology more effectively, while Enterprise C, although starting from a higher 

starting point, has a slower growth rate, which may mean that there is still room for improvement in 

optimizing cloud resource utilization. 

Technology implementation and business effectiveness: These data characteristics may be related 

to the company's strategy and effectiveness in technology implementation, business process integration, 

and employee training. For example, Company A's significant growth may be due to its more effective 

technology implementation and internal training, or to a better integration of cloud computing 

technology with existing business processes. 

  

5.  Conclusion 

In concluding this study, we have delved deeply into the application and effectiveness of cloud 

computing platforms in processing industrial big data, employing empirical analysis and case studies. 

The findings indicate that cloud computing significantly enhances data processing efficiency, cuts down 

operating costs, and boosts the accuracy of data analysis. The benefits of cloud computing in industrial 

applications are illustrated through scatter plots, box plots, and time series plots, offering valuable 

insights to the industry. However, challenges like data security, the need for technical training, and 

system integration issues are also highlighted. The practical significance of this research lies in its 

Figure 6. Trends in data processing speeds of 

three companies 
Figure 5. Box plot analysis: Data analysis 

accuracy score distribution 
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demonstration of how industrial enterprises can leverage cloud computing to accelerate data processing, 

enhance operational efficiency, and achieve notable improvements in cost control and data analysis 

precision. It is recommended that these enterprises pay close attention to data security and privacy 

protection while strengthening cloud technology training among employees for effective technology 

application and integration. This study, however, has its limitations as it primarily focuses on specific 

industrial enterprises, which might limit its generalizability. The size and diversity of the data set used 

also impact the findings' applicability. Future research could broaden its scope to include a wider range 

of industrial sectors and larger data sets for better generalization. Additionally, there's room to explore 

the long-term effects and impacts of cloud computing in specific industrial settings. Further studies 

might also concentrate on refining data security and privacy measures on cloud platforms and examining 

how cloud computing could synergize with emerging technologies like artificial intelligence and the 

Internet of Things. 
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