Proceedings of CONF-FMCE 2025 Symposium: Semantic Communication for Media Compression and Transmission
DOI: 10.54254/2755-2721/2025.GL29468

Troubles Meet in Extreme Temperatures of Lithium-ion
Battery

Xiangyu Wu

University of Glasgow, Glasgow, United Kingdom
290847 7w@student.gla.ac.uk

Lithium-ion batteries are widely used because of their high energy density and
rechargeability, but their performance and safety are highly dependent on temperature. In
order to explore the universe and deep sea, high and low temperature, extreme pressure and
fatal radiation are going to be faced by these batteries, it shows highly important to improve
the stability and efficiency of lithium-ion batteries. Also in common electric vehicles,
rechargeable battery is an important component, it determines the battery life and charging
speed. High temperatures can accelerate side reactions, degrade electrode materials, and
even lead to safety hazards, while low temperatures impair lithium oxidise cathode
irreversibly, induce dendrite growth, and increase the risk of internal short circuits. This
paper briefly introduces four kinds of common batteries, with Popular anode materials are
also discussed following. Then it reviews the impacts of both high and low temperature
environments on the electrochemical behaviour and structural integrity of general lithium-
ion battery. The following article will make comparation among different kinds of lithium-
ion batteries and analyse their properties in room and extreme temperatures. According to
this article, people can make decisions among variable rechargeable batteries easier during
industrial production or research.

Lithium-ion battery, extreme temperature, solid electrolyte, thermal management

With the exploration of the battery, lithium was discovered as a metal with significant energy density
and electrochemical properties. As the research goes on, people use lithium metal in disposable
battery production, but with the demand for storing and releasing energy more efficiency, the idea of
the first rechargeable battery came out in the USA, 1973, which is. the idea of using MoS,/Li as the
electrodes was given by Moli corporation and be the first kind of rechargeable battery in the market,
two years later, in 1991, the Sony Corporation creatively provided an ideal of the lithium-ion
battery. The first lithium-ion rechargeable battery, known as LiCoO,/C, rechargeable battery. Due to
the special chemical properties of lithium, the reaction in the battery becomes unstable in low and
high temperature environments, which are higher than 60°C or lower than 0°C [1]. Calculation
provided by Idaho National Laboratory shows that the actual capacity and power are weakly
inversely proportional to temperature [2]. But with the development of cathode, anode, separator and
electrolyte in recent years, the negative effect on battery caused by temperature is reduced. In recent
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study, people are willing to test batteries in environmental test chamber, in order to discover the
effect of different temperature on batteries. Studies of charge-discharge cycle, change of internal
resistance, capacity and energy efficient are take place in these chambers, the range can cover
around -30 to 60°C [3].

To address these challenges, recent developments in solid-state electrolytes, like ceramic,
polymer, and hybrid types, are explored as promising solutions for enhancing battery stability and
performance across a wider temperature range.

2. Research on lithium-ion battery

Oxidation reaction occurs in the cathode, releasing lithium ions and electrons. (Figure 1). But
different in factory production (Figure 2), products are different from the structure in theory. A
stainless-steel shell is normally used for protection, cathode and anode are doughnut-like, with a
separator between them.

Cathodic current collector
Alumina
Cathodic electrode
LiCo0O2
Separator
NN PE /PP
Anodic current collector Anodic electrode
Copper graphite
1l
B 1] C
- % B - i
charger <
electrons
electrons {
electrolyte I electrolyte I
z |
i g 0! -
e I w 9
a P =5
BB 53
g2 - .— @ g8
= I =
H Rt
|
separator

(e.g. polymer film)

Figure 1. Theoretical structure of LiCoO, ion battery. Graph A is structure of industrial battery,
graph B and C show the process of charge(B) and discharge(C) [4]
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Figure 2. Basic structure of lithium-ion battery in market [5]
2.1. Common batteries

The following part will talk about several common batteries, they have similar properties, but not
all, as they are used in different temperature ranges. More detail mainly focusing on the effect of
extreme temperature about these will also be provided.

2.1.1. Lithium cobalt oxide

It used as the main type of battery in mobile devices, thanks to its excellent dense energy and stable
output voltage at 3.7 V. But it is not stable enough to withstand the effect of large temperature
changes and physical damage. To help this battery perform better in a high temperature range,
trifluoroacetic acid is used to treat the surface of LiCoO,, a flat of LiF shell will be formed and
cover the cathode, preventing the transfer metal Co into the electrolyte [6].

2.1.2. Lithium iron phosphate

LiFePO, is used as the cathode which is a kind of stable battery with high theoretical capacity,
shows good performance when using, cheap and environmentally friendly. However, it has a
disappointing performance under cold conditions, the movement rate of lithium ions has a
significant decrease [7]. In order to get close to the theoretical capacity, combine LiFePO, and nano-
carbon to increase the conductivity and prevent the growth of dendrites [8]. A relevant patent
performance material, which separates LiFePO, molecules into the surface or inside of the material,
can highly improve conductivity and energy transformation speed [9]. But due to its high voltage at
4.2V.

2.1.3. Lithium manganate

LiMn,O,, a kind of spinel oxidise, is easy to have the Jahn-Teller effect, caused by its octahedral
structure. Mn*" ions separate out, which speeds up the decomposition of the electrolyte, capacity
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drops after using it several times. But it attracts the industrial field’s attention by relying on low cost,
and stable output voltage [10].

2.1.4. Ternary battery

Ternary battery has a cathode that is mostly made of Li(Ni,Co, . Mn )O,. It shows a very stable
capacity at room temperature, only have slightly accessible decreasing after 1000 cycles at 1C
(Figure 3) [11]. However, it is disappointment at higher temperatures, the capacity drops slowly
until around the 875th cycle and then drops sharply (Figure 4). In addition, when operating at high
temperature, toxic gases from the decomposing electrolyte will release.
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Figure 3. Pick 3 batteries randomly from 50 sample batteries and subject them to 1000 charge-
discharge cycles at room temperature at 25°C, which shows the capacity change [12]
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Figure 4. The capacity change of ternary battery undergoing a charge-discharge cycle under 45°C
[13]

2.2. Anode

2.2.1. Carbon anode

In battery production, industries prefer to use graphite as the anode, which is made from high
temperature, because of this progress, the carbon crystallite gets into order, which gives graphite
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good electrochemical properties, include high irreversible capacity at 0.1C [14,15]. Graphite can be
replaced by the new graphene due to its lower cost, porous structure, high conductivity, and large
surface area improve the electrochemical properties. With further research, carbon fiber is
discovered that has not only great strength but also high conductivity, lithium ions can easily
intercalate and deintercalate in the empty space [16].

2.2.2. Lithium metal anode

Lithium is an ideal material for making the anode of batteries. However, due to its extremely high
reactivity, will releasing large amount of heat. As the research progressed, Li/Cu composite
materials were regarded as more stable materials for manufacturing the anode. The addition of
copper ions enhanced the conductivity and the stability of capacity. Figure 4a shows that the lithium
metal anode burns continuously when ignited, the temperature can reach above 1000 °C. In figure
4b, composite material with copper ions added was ignited and then quickly extinguished, the
maximum temperature did not exceed 650°C [17].

Figure 5. Graph shows the comparison between Li metal anode and Li/Cu anode. (a) shows Li metal
anode after lighting. (b) shows Li/Cu anode after lighting [18]

3. Effect of temperature on lithium-ion batteries
3.1. Temperature effect
3.1.1. In high temperature range

Most cathodes are made of lithium oxidise, gas may release due to the hot working temperature,
while liquid electrolytes are mostly flammable, which are easily cause safety hazard. Anode will out
of protection in high temperature at around 120°C, lithium ion in anode reacts with electrolyte, while
the cathode may start to decompose at this temperature and release oxygen gas, in this case, more
heat is produced [19]. Seriously high temperatures can cause irreversible damage to cells’ structure,
even break the shell and cause fire. As the equation shows, when the temperature increases to much,
while the activation energy is kept constant, the reaction rate, k, will increase and make the ratio of
the reaction out of control.

k= AeT™ (1)
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K is the reaction rate constant, while A is preexponential constant, R is gas constant, Ea is
activation energy of the chemical, and T is temperature in kelvin.

Then, according to Dongxu Ouyang’s test [20], the capacity of LiFePO,/graphite batteries
reduces significantly after several charge-discharge cycles in elevated temperature space (Figure
6b), and with number of cycle increase, battery shows unstable in capacity [21]. As we can know
from Figure 6, the current in capacity is decreasing while the voltage is increasing, and internal
resistance can be calculated based on the equation, the rate of internal resistance will increase to
varying degrees after each cycle.
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Figure 6. LiFePO4/graphite batteries (a)carry out 400 charge-discharge cycles at room temperature
at 25 °C, (b)carry out 400 charge-discharge cycles at 55°C [22]

Separators are always polyporous and thin, those in common lithium-ion battery mostly made of
organic materials (polyethylene or polypropylene) which has low melting point, under elevated
temperature, these materials are prone not only to melt but also to thermal shrinkage. This shrink
reduces the effective surface area of the separator, compromising its ability to maintain a safe
physical barrier between the electrodes. As a result, the probability of short circuit increase [23]. By
the way, capacity is to be also affected. With the thermal degradation of separator, pores are collapse
or blocked. The ionic transport failure disrupts the charge-discharge process and may ultimately
result in a complete loss of capacity or premature battery failure [24].

In addition to safety hazards, with charge-discharge cycles going under high current and voltage,
this thermal buildup not only stress the electrochemical system but also accelerates the onset of
deleterious side effects, one of the most critical consequences is the enhanced deposition of lithium
metal particularly on the surface of anode and increase the risk of thermal runaway [25]. Anode
especially graphite is easy to be broken, SEI membranes on both electrodes are going to decompose
and become thicker, increase internal resistance and cause irreversible damage on lithium oxides,
capacity drops as a result [26]. These thermal and electrochemical degradations underscore the
critical importance of thermal management in battery integrity and performance.

In order to control the heat, which come from the internal and external environment during
charge-discharge cycle, active heat dissipation of cell is now considered as a possible solvent at
present.

3.1.2. In low temperature range

Low temperature can expose lots of problems of lithium-ion batteries, performance of batteries
decreases sharply. In this condition, the kinetics of lithium-ion intercalation into the anode become
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significantly hindered, leading to uneven lithium deposition on the anode surface, instead of forming
a uniform and dense lithium layer, metallic lithium tends to plate irregularly and create dendrites.
Dendrites have the potential to grow and lengthen over several cycles, eventually penetrating the
separator. An internal short-circuit could take place because of the direct contact between the two
electrolytes, caused by the growth of dendritic structures following this breach [27].

An additional problem occurring during the charging process is lithium plating, which is more
noticeable when the anode is made up of carbon-based materials such as graphite [28]. During
charging, lithium ions transport from the cathode through the electrolyte and intercalate into the
layered structure of the graphite anode. However, under low temperatures, high charging rates or
overcharging lead the intercalation kinetics slow down dramatically. When the oxidation number of
anode getting close to lithium ion, metallic lithium begins to deposit directly on the surface of the
carbon instead of intercalating into its structure, then lithium plate formed. The reducing
performance may speed up plated lithium reacting with the electrolyte to produce an unstable SEI
due to its potential for chemical instability.

Finally, there are multiple limitation on the power output and capacity retention of lithium-ion
batteries at low temperatures. At cooler temperatures, the viscosity of the electrolyte increases
dramatically, reducing the mobility of the solvated lithium ions in the solution. The kinetics of the
electrochemical reaction suffers by the slower charge transport between the electrodes due to this
reduced ionic conductivity [29]. The capacity release is constrained by the significant reduction in
the lithium-ion diffusion coefficients of positive and negative electrode materials (such as graphite).

Due to 4-fluorobenzenethiolate has special chemical reactivity with the lithium-sulfur cathode,it has
been decided as an ideal electrolyte especially for lithium-sulfur batteries, upon introduction into the
electrolyte system, it can engage in interfacial reactions that facilitate the formation of a more
conductive and stable cathode—electrolyte interface, thereby accelerating the redox conversion of
polysulfide species. This developed electrochemical kinetics not only contributes to mitigating the
shuttle effect but also enables the generation of additional active sites, which leads to an increase in
the battery capacity as a result. In addition, 4-fluorobenzenethiolate demonstrates exceptional low-
temperature performance, a critical parameter for the practical deployment of Li-S batteries in cold
climate applications. Under conditions as -20 °C, the electrolytes enable the battery to maintain a
high reversible capacity at 1300mAh/g under 0.1 C [30].

A hybrid electrolyte system called quasi-solid electrolytes, it combines most of the benefits in both
liquid and solid electrolytes in the past. The incorporation of alkali metal salts into the polymer
mixture not only improves the electrochemical stability of the electrolyte within the battery
environment but also improves the migration of metal ions through the polymer framework. Due to
the plasticizer's solvating effect and the polymer chains coordinated motion, a significantly
improvement can be found on internal ionic conductivity. Given that the polymer backbone
maintains structural integrity, the conductivity advantages are accompanied by mechanical
robustness, which strengthens the battery both chemically and physically [31]. Gel-polymer is kind
of prominent subclass of quasi-solid electrolytes. Their special viscoelastic and resilient physical
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properties minimize direct contact between electrodes, reducing the risk of short circuits, and enable
them to function simultaneously as electrolytes and separators. Furthermore, their performance at
elevated temperatures remains excellent, as the quasi-solid structure reduce the evaporation and
leakage issues typically associated with liquid electrolytes [32].

Temperature management system is an important part of the battery industry, especially in electric
vehicle production. Vehicles need to charge and discharge under different temperatures, sometimes
the difference is huge, in order to keeping the battery temperature at a suitable range will make
driving safer. When interface material is used in a battery pack, in a test of a 4*5 battery group
discharge for 1500s, the rising rate of temperature will be much slower than that without the
interface [33]. For some large battery groups in electric cars, an external thermal management
system is necessary. A water-cooling system and a heating system are used to manage temperature,
water-cooling system used in hot days while heating system used in winter, in order to keep the
battery within an ideal working temperature range in most conditions. As YU Hs’ invention shows,
management systems can be used in most kinds of cars [34].
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Figure 7. thermal management system which can be used in electric cars, 760 is the battery; 680 and
710 are radiators; 670 is heater; 750 is heat exchanger; 610, 770, 620 are water pumps; 640 and 650
are check valve; a, b, ¢ and d are interface for different water ways [35]

Temperature change has a great influence on the performance of lithium-ion batteries. It is roughly
to make improvements on the basement, which it already has, but there are still some ways to treat
this problem. Solid electrolyte is decided as one of the most possible solutions for improving the
efficiency and stability of batteries in fatal conditions [36]. Inorganic ceramic electrolyte shows a
great electric conductivity in a high temperature range, and the increasing rate is highly proportional
to temperature. While another type is polymer electrolyte, which is a kind of gel-like material, this
property gives it two main advantages, this polymer can also be used as a separator and can be used
to make soft-battery. In order to maximize the benefit, the ideal hybrid electrolyte was decided upon
during research, and it equally shared the properties of both inorganic ceramic and polymer
electrolyte [37].
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Figure 8. shows properties of three kinds of solid electrolytes, polymer electrolytes, inorganic
electrolytes and hybrid solid electrolytes, properties are getting stronger from 0 to 5 [38]

5. Conclusion

In this review, we highlight two kinds of problems lithium-ion batteries may meet in fatal
temperatures, discuss details of how these problems happen and provide some possible solutions.
However, to a certain extent, it indicates that this kind of battery still has many issues that need to be
resolved in terms of usage. Fortunately, to increase safety, efficiency, stability and lower the cost,
hybrid electrolyte catches people’s attention, its improvement is very likely to help the lithium-ion
battery industry to against the effect of fatal temperature and break through the bottleneck period. In
future studies, developed lithium-ion batteries can replace a great part of the usage of fossil fuels in
daily life.
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