
Current status and prospects of three-dimensional printing
application

Han Li

The Grainger College of Engineering, University of Illinois Urbana Champaign,
Urbana, 61801, United States

hanl8@illinois.edu

Abstract.With the acceleration of technological progress, Three-dimensional (3D) printing has
gradually become the core of innovation in several industries. This article will take a
comprehensive look at the evolution, applications, and development prospects of 3D printing
technology. The article first compares the evolution of 3D printing technology and key
categories, such as light curing, fused deposition melding and powder bed fusion. Next, the
practical applications and success stories of 3D printing in aerospace, medical, and
construction industries are discussed. Then, the advantages and challenges offered by 3D
printing technology are analysed, such as the advantages of personalization, reduction of
resource waste, and environmental protection, as well as the challenges of production speed,
cost, and material constraints. Finally, this paper addresses future trends in 3D printing,
discussing aspects such as bioprinting, smart materials, and automated manufacturing. The goal
of this review is to provide researchers with the latest insights on 3D printing technologies
since the development of additive manufacturing, with the aim of promoting its wide
application and continuous innovation in various fields in the future.

Keywords: additive manufacturing, smart manufacturing, 3D printing.

1. Introduction
3D printing technology is a manufacturing technology for additive manufacturing, the technical term
has existed for 14 years since it was defined in 2009 by the 3D Printing Technology Committee (F42
Committee) established by the American Society for Testing and Maerials (ASTM) [1], whose broad
definition itself refers to an additive manufacturing based on 3D CAD modeling data, using slices to
increase the number of layers of material curing technology. With the development of technology, the
traditional broad definition can no longer simply summarize the development trend of 3D printing
technology, additive manufacturing is not only slice-increasing production method. As of 2014, the
traditional 3D printing technology has been systematically classified and outlined, and there is a
mature and stable market for it. Traditional 3D printing technology is different from the traditional
subtractive manufacturing process, which requires large equipment such as milling machines, a single
inefficient processing step, multiple devices to handle, and more time-consuming consumables.
Therefore, compared to traditional subtractive processing methods, traditional 3D printing technology
has solid works and other modeling software on the technical support, more digital equipment and the
transfer of files to ensure the efficiency of off-site decentralized design; layered manufacturing is also
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more flexible and intuitive, allowing for the desired entity to be processed; and the unique way of
processing also determines the complexity of the entities it allows, compared to traditional compared
to the straight lines and planes of traditional subtractive processing, traditional 3D printing allows for
more curved surfaces and structures, and is more aesthetically pleasing in one piece. In 2014, 3D
printing technologies have evolved from traditional fused deposition molding, light-curing molding,
and selective laser sintering to more types of technologies, and these iterations have advantages in
each of these areas, so it is important to summarize these new technologies and the trends that are
developing. However, although 3D printing technology has great technical advantages over traditional
processing methods, but in the actual market application scenario, 3D printing technology is not
valued, the output of the factory equipment is still the main method of subtractive manufacturing, 3D
printing its own existence of equipment life is short, the technology is not widely known, and the
manufacturing industry, represented by the metal manufacturing required 3D printer High cost and
other reasons, so that 3D printing has not been well popularized, therefore, the shortcomings of 3D
printing technology is also obvious, for example, Fused Filament Fabrication (FFF) fused deposition
type disadvantages in the slow molding, high failure rate, the use of materials mostly thermoplastic
polymer materials, the need for moisture-proof storage, and low precision. The types of Digital Light
Processing (DLP) and Stereolithography (SLA) that exist in light curing molding have the
disadvantages of single material, high price of consumables, poor mechanical properties, and more
work release pollution. Selective laser sintering molding exists in Selective Laser Sintering (SLS),
Selective Laser Melting (SLM) type processing of metal mechanical properties cannot be guaranteed,
and the surface is rough, mostly only as a model of metal products [2]. As can be seen, the research of
3D printing technology and the iteration of products still needs more as well as more in-depth
exploration.

Therefore, this paper will discuss how the problems in 3D printing have been solved in recent
years, and the emergence of new 3D printing technologies for the market industry and the future
development trend of 3D printing, this paper will start from medical field, Aerospace industry,
Automotive industry, and Construction industry. This essay will review the research history of 3D
printing as an additive processing technology, summarize the hardware and software iterations of 3D
printing technology, and analyze the existing problems in 3D printing. Meanwhile, this essay will
analyze the shortcomings of existing 3D printing and point out the direction of 3D printing technology
in the future as well.

2. Current status of 3D printing application

2.1. Current application of 3D printing in different fields
AM refers to the process of additive manufacturing, of which 3D printing technology is representative
of such technology.

WOHLERS ASSOCIATES is widely acknowledged as a top-tier consulting company and a
distinguished organization specializing in research on additive techniques. Figures 1 and 2 depict the
progress data for the AM industry across multiple sectors between 2016 and 2017, provided by this
association. Meanwhile, Figure 3 presents the growth statistics for the AM market economy from 2008
to 2022, as projected in 2023 by the same organization [3].

Figure 1.Wohler's global analysis of additive manufacturing industries from 2016.
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Figure 2.Wohler's global analysis of additive manufacturing industries from 2017.

Figure 3.Wohler's global analysis of additive manufacturing industries from 2023.

2.1.1. Medical field. 3D printing has emerged as a crucial element in healthcare, aiding in
customization, prototype creation, manufacturing, and research efforts. The range of applications is
surprisingly vast, going beyond typical medical practices and studies to include the subsequent
aspects.

(1) Surgical preparation. The first way in which 3D printing has revolutionized medicine is by
performing surgical preparation. The latter approach is much better and more accurate for diagnosis of
disease, design of preoperative surgical plans, and rehearsal of preoperative surgical operations than
the traditional view of X-rays alone, which reconstructs a 3D model from the patient's CT/MRI data
and prints a 1:1 physical model. It enables surgeons to go beyond the dilemma of "imagining things"
and to foresee the intraoperative situation in multiple dimensions, to clarify the direction of important
pipelines, to develop surgical paths and procedures, and to rehearse the surgery before surgery.

For example, in the treatment of tibial plateau fractures (TPF), conventional CT (computer
tomography) 2D slices often miss fracture components, especially in the posterior segment, while the
use of preoperative MRV with CT with 3D reconstruction, using 3D printing significantly increases
the Schatzker and ten-segment classification system, which proves that complex TPF Preoperative
MRV (mixed-reality visualization) of complex TPF can improve patient care and outcomes by

Proceedings of the 2023 International Conference on Mechatronics and Smart Systems
DOI: 10.54254/2755-2721/11/20230233

194



enhancing physician understanding of the fracture and developing better planning treatment strategies
and improving the accuracy of posterior segment fracture analysis [4].

(2) Prosthetics. In the realm of medicine, 3D printing has substantially impacted prosthetic
development. Prosthetic limbs produced using traditional methods are often expensive and
uncomfortable for users. By employing Fused Deposition Modeling (FDM) 3D printing technology,
the costs related to lower limb prosthetics have been reduced, alleviating the economic burden for
patients with disabilities in developing countries and regions experiencing war and conflict [5], which
3D printing addresses. The goal is to design comfortable prostheses that are both suitable and cost-
effective for specific patient needs. With the commercialization and realization of 3D printed
prostheses, 3D printing has matured to accomplish simple limb fabrication, but when it comes to more
refined 3D printed limbs, such as the hand and the realization of refined arm fabrication, 3D printing
does not offer enough technology to support the realization of a biological hand in the face of more
sensitive and higher Degree Of Freedom (DOF) thumb movements, modifying the limb's sensation is
often an empiricism, so using 3D technology to transform traditional commissioning into a fully
digital workflow, optical scanning is not enough [6].

(3) Dental. In both orthodontics and general dental practice, 3D printing has offered numerous
advantages. Various dental applications involving 3D printing include crafting customized precision
braces, dental restorations, castable crowns, dental bridges, and fabricating denture frames and bases.
Digital Light Processing (DLP) is the predominant technology in use, which forms intricate shapes
from materials using light-sensitive resins, resulting in exceptional mechanical properties for the final
output [7]. The use of 3D printing in the medical field has positively impacted dental care by enabling
more efficient and affordable chairside services with a structured treatment plan. This technology also
helps reduce wait times for patients, as traditional molds are no longer necessary; dental components
can be printed directly. Consequently, dentists can provide better patient experiences, while
streamlining their workflow and potentially treating a greater number of patients.

(4) Tissue and organ 3D printing. The fabrication of tissues and organs via 3D printing is now
feasible. Medical 3D printing technologies have facilitated successful procedures such as repairing and
reconstructing skin tissue, replacing limbs, transplanting kidneys, and performing heart transplants.
Additionally, orthopedic implants created through medical 3D printing enable bone and muscle repair.
Various appropriate materials, like PDMS and OoAC, are employed to construct the target tissue using
microfluidic devices. These devices regulate the fluid within the platform's microchannels by
modifying the fluid's concentration gradient within its laminar flow, as well as the high surface area to
volume ratio of the channels [8]. Furthermore, the ability to 3D print tissue cells and organs has
significantly impacted the progress of research efforts targeting diseases such as cancer. This
innovative approach allows researchers to investigate tumor growth and development more
thoroughly, leading to a better understanding of cancer's underlying mechanisms. In turn, this
knowledge can inform the development of more effective treatment strategies and bring us closer to
discovering a cure. The potential for personalized medicine also expands, as 3D-printed tissue models
enable the testing of targeted therapies in a patient-specific context, ultimately improving treatment
outcomes and patient care.

(5) Pharmaceutical dosage and pharmacology. The utilization of 3D printing in the pharmaceutical
sector can streamline pharmacology and medication administration processes. For instance, a concept
known as the "Polypill" has been examined for the prevention of cardiovascular diseases using a
combination pill that contains both aspirin and simvastatin. This application manages drug dosing and
tackles potential drug interaction concerns. For patients, it reduces the necessity for meticulous
monitoring of medication consumption while their usage schedules may vary, and precisely controls
the timing of the drug's effects and trends [9]. Merging Fused Deposition Modeling (FDM) 3D
printing and fusion casting methods introduces a groundbreaking approach for creating Cardiovascular
disease (CVD) multi-pill formulations. This combined technique offers unique advantages, such as the
ability to consistently produce industrial-scale dosages and accurately integrate different, potentially
incompatible, active pharmaceutical ingredients within a single dosage form [10].
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As a result, these multi-layers 3D printed multi-pills in CVD drug development display beneficial
physical properties that ensure the protection of incompatible components from detrimental
interactions and potential instabilities. This innovative process not only streamlines drug production
but also enables the development of tailored medication for specific patient needs, ultimately
enhancing treatment efficacy and patient outcomes.

(6) Production of medical instruments and devices. Utilizing metal 3D printing, a wide range of
surgical tools and medical devices can be produced through this method. Key surgical instruments,
such as forceps, hemostats, scalpel handles, clamps, and other sterile equipment, can be 3D printed.

3D printing offers a more sterile version of these tools at a cost that is approximately 10 times
lower than stainless steel alternatives. Moreover, 3D printing enables quick replacement of tools as
required.

2.1.2. Aerospace industry. 3D printing technology also has great applications in the aerospace sector.
(1) 3D printed communication satellite. In the use of 3D printing technology to manufacture

communications satellites is feasible, if this technology in a certain degree of maturity, will greatly
reduce the manufacturing time cost of communications satellites as well as time costs, in this metal
and multi-materials in line with the requirements of the finished product, usually used for laser
sintering and adhesive injection to reduce various cumbersome processes, integrated multi-materials
finished product will reduce the rate of material consumption The integrated multi-material product
will reduce the rate of material consumption and reduce the size of the design mass, which largely
improves the disadvantages of traditional subtractive manufacturing.

(2) 3D printed engines. Engines are a very general classification, but the refinement and integration
of 3D printing allows 3D printing to allow for a much larger range of engine types, the breadth of
which includes aircraft and automobile engines, as well as single components of aerospace aircraft
engines, whose integrated design dictates that it can achieve the integration of cooling channels and
combustion chambers as a single integrated design, which is traditionally designed This is difficult to
achieve and also reduces the cost and time of mass. This reflects the advantages of 3D printing
technology in terms of refinement.

(3) 3D printed rocket launch nozzle. Structures that may seem complex in traditional subtractive
manufacturing may seem incredibly simple in 3D technology, such as large hollowing and when there
are large gaps in the structure, which is a challenge using traditional subtractive processes, but in 3D
printing technology it is a simple design, such as the Ariane 6 rocket engine, which was manufactured
using 3D printing technology. By using additive manufacturing, it is even possible to have fewer parts
and instead increase the efficiency of the overall system. This integration of multiple nozzles covered
on a single plate surface is difficult in traditional machining but is processed with remarkable
efficiency in 3D printing. The successful printing of these injector heads achieves fuel economy. This
is an integration of injector nozzles that is over 50% more cost effective and has a 3x reduction in lead
time compared to traditional manufacturing processes. This injector head has 1,800 holes and would
have taken months with a traditional process, but only 35 hours with 3D printing. This demonstrates
the advantages that additive manufacturing technology still holds for macro equipment processing
[11].

2.1.3. Construction industry. Unlike traditional additive building manufacturing, the use of 3D
printing technology to manufacture housing construction does not have the same fundamental
difference with the manufacturing process as other fields, due to the special nature of the building, the
traditional building is also a kind of additive manufacturing, but due to its own too macro concept,
resulting in the traditional sense of the housing used very limited materials, and mostly belong to the
manual stacking of the way building, therefore, 3D printing technology in the The field of construction
is a manual to automated transformation. The following are the advantages and applications of 3D
printing technology in the field of construction.

(1) Layered construction and one-piece construction. First, 3D printing technology has a
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significant contribution to shorten the construction cycle. Compared to traditional construction
methods, 3D printing can rapidly erect building structures and reduce the labor burden, making the
construction process more efficient [12]. The advance erection of 3D printed houses increases in a
similar way to stacking blocks. This layered construction method is suitable for large high-rise
buildings, reducing the complexity and hassle of construction in traditional buildings and reducing a
lot of time costs.

Secondly, one-piece building technology has advantages in reducing construction costs. 3D printed
buildings can reduce material waste and improve the efficiency of material use. In addition, overhead
costs are reduced due to shorter construction cycles and reduced labor input [13].

(2) Green building. In addition, 3D printing technology helps to promote the development of green
buildings. The technology can support the use of environmentally friendly materials, such as
biodegradable and recycled materials, thus reducing the burden of construction on the environment.
The architectural design of Amphitrite 3.0 created a series of sustainable habitats, allowing coral
habitats to be infused with heat- and acid-resistant symbionts to adapt to climate change. Their
interventions have created a new thriving, sustainable underwater ecosystem of homes, educational
and cultural institutions, cemeteries, and social spaces. This is green architecture built for marine life
in the face of ecosystems, in addition to villages composed of 3D printing with sustainable waste as
raw material, such as valentino gareri atelier designed a modular and sustainable village in Manabi,
Ecuador, created for the chocolate manufacturer MUZE cacao and the nonprofit organization avanti,
with raw material is 3D printed cacao waste. This includes the crushing of discarded concrete to reuse
it as 3D printing raw material.

However, the application of 3D printing technology in the construction field still faces challenges
such as legal and regulatory restrictions, technological breakthroughs, and market acceptance. With
further research, these issues are expected to be solved in the future to promote the wide application of
3D printing technology in the construction industry.

In summary, 3D printing technology has great prospects for development in the construction
industry. By speeding up the construction process, reducing costs and improving environmental
performance, the construction industry will see new development opportunities in the future. Figure 4
shows global distribution of AC market players by region.

Figure 4. Global distribution of AC market players by region [4].

3. Strengths and limitations of various 3D printing technologies in current applications
The chronological development summarizes the mature 3D printing technologies that have been
developed since the 1980s to date:

In 1986, Chuck Hull invented Stereolithography (SLA) technology, which became the world's first
successfully commercialized 3D printing technology.

In 1990, Fused Deposition Modeling (FDM) technology was invented and began to be used in the
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automotive and aerospace industries.
In 1990, Laminated Object Manufacturing (LOM) technology was invented by Carl Deckard and

Joseph Beaman of Canada and was one of the earlier 3D printing technologies. The technology tries to
cut and sculpt a desired shape by laser or blade through a layer of paper or other similar material that
is bonded together.

In 1990, Binder Jetting (BJT ) technology was invented and due to the invention and advancement
of inkjet printers, Binder Jetting (BJT) technology was applied to 3D printing. In Binder Jetting (BJT)
technology, a liquid adhesive is sprayed on a layer of powder to join it together to form a solid.

In 1991, Fused Filament Fabrication (FFF) technology was invented by Scott Crump. In Fused
Filament Fabrication (FFF), thermoplastic filaments are fed into a heated nozzle, where the material is
heated to a molten state and then extruded through the nozzle and stacked on a print platform to form
the desired shape.

In 1992, Selective Laser Sintering (SLS) technology was invented and began to be used for rapid
prototyping.

In 1995, Selective Laser Melting (SLM) technology was invented as one of the common metal 3D
printing technologies. Its operation is far away from spreading metal powder evenly on the printing
platform, and then melting the metal powder by irradiation of high power laser beam to fuse it together
to form the desired shape.

In 1996, Multi Jet Printing (MJP) technology was invented by 3D Systems, Inc. by spraying a
liquid photosensitive resin onto a printing platform and then curing it into a solid by irradiating it with
an ultraviolet beam.

In 1999, Digital Light Processing (DLP) technology was invented to use digital light processing for
rapid prototyping.

In 2000, Material Extrusion Deposition (MED) technology emerged, which works similarly to
Fused Filament Fabrication (FFF) and Fused Deposition Modeling (FDM) technology and is an
improved solution after the technology has matured and is a more common 3D printing technology.

In 2000, Selective Laser Sintering and Melting (SSE) technology emerged, which works similarly
to Selective Laser Sintering (SLS) and Selective Laser Melting (SLM), but combines the advantages
of both, allowing the printing of different It is also a more mature technology that combines the
advantages of both, allowing the printing of different types of metals.

In 2000, Powder Bed Fusion (PBF) technology was developed. The technology of Selective Laser
Melting (SLM) gradually developed into Powder Bed Fusion (PBF) technology as the laser
technology, control system and metal powder quality improved.In 2000, Directed Energy Deposition
(DED) technology emerged, also as an enhanced version of Laser Additive Manufacturing (LAM)
technology. Because Directed Energy Deposition (DED) technology can use many types of materials,
it has been widely used in aerospace, automotive, medical, and military fields.

In 2000, Photopolymerization Additive Manufacturing (PAM) technology emerged as an enhanced
and optimized version of Stereolithography (SLA) technology. This technology can print high
precision, high quality and high resolution objects, so it is widely used in manufacturing, medical, art,
cultural heritage and architecture, and the use of its technology is more professional as well as targeted
design.

In 2010, bioprinting technology based on Binder Jetting (BJT) technology began to be used in the
medical field.

In 2015, Pellet Additive Manufacturing (PAM) technology emerged, which uses granular materials
such as plastic particles, metal particles, and carbon fibers, melting them and spraying them through a
nozzle to form three-dimensional structures through rapid cooling and curing, unlike traditional
technologies that use nozzles, which are driven by their diverse materials and high-speed and low-cost
advantages. This technology is gaining popularity.

Table 1 compares the advantages and disadvantages of various 3D printing technologies.
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Table 1. Strengths and weaknesses of various 3D printing technologies.
Technology Strengths Weaknesses

Fused Filament
Fabrication (FFF)

1. Low equipment cost; 2. Wide
material selection; 3. Easy to operate
and maintain; 4. Suitable for large-

scale models

1. Lower resolution; 2. Slower speed; 3.
Some materials require support structures;

4. Higher surface roughness

Stereolithography
(SLA)

1. High resolution; 2. Good surface
smoothness; 3. Suitable for printing
complex structures; 4. High precision

for small parts

1. Higher equipment cost; 2. Limited
material selection; 3. Complex post-

processing; 4. Toxic odors

Digital Light
Processing (DLP)

1. High resolution; 2. Faster printing
speed; 3. Good surface smoothness;
4. Suitable for small precision parts

1. Higher equipment cost; 2. Limited
material selection; 3. Complex post-

processing; 4. Toxic odors

Selective Laser
Melting (SLM)

1. Printing metal parts; 2. High
material strength; 3. Can print

complex structures; 4. Suitable for
high-end industries such as aerospace

1. High equipment cost; 2. Slower printing
speed; 3. Complex post-processing; 4.

Laser safety issues

MultiJet Printing
(MJP)

1. High precision; 2. Multi-material
and multi-color printing; 3. Easy
support structure removal; 4. High

clarity

1. High equipment cost; 2. Limited
material selection; 3. Slower printing

speed; 4. Higher material cost

Laminated Object
Manufacturing

(LOM)

1. Wide material selection; 2. Low
cost; 3. Suitable for rapid production
of large parts; 4. Environmentally

friendly

1. Lower accuracy; 2. Higher surface
roughness; 3. Complex post-processing; 4.

Lower part strength

Binder Jetting
Technology (BJT)

1. Can print multiple materials 2.
High precision 3. Easy support
structure removal 4. High surface

smoothness

1. High equipment cost 2. Slower printing
speed 3. Requires additional binder 4.

Limited material selection

Material Extrusion
Deposition (MED)

1. Wide material selection; 2. Suitable
for soft materials; 3. Good scalability
for large parts; 4. Low-cost materials

1. Lower resolution; 2. Slower speed; 3.
Limited material compatibility; 4. Support

structure challenges

Solid State
Extrusion (SSE)

1. High-strength parts; 2. Minimal
shrinkage; 3. Can process a variety of
materials; 4. Energy-efficient process

1. Limited material selection; 2. Slower
printing speed; 3. Higher equipment cost;

4. Post-processing required

Direct Energy
Deposition (DED)

1. Can process metals and ceramics;
2. High deposition rate; 3. Large-
scale part production; 4. Can repair

existing parts

1. Lower resolution; 2. Complex post-
processing; 3. Higher equipment cost; 4.

Limited material selection

Powder Bed Fusion
(PBF)

1. High resolution; 2. Can process a
variety of materials; 3. Good

mechanical properties; 4. Complex
structure capability

1. High equipment cost; 2. Complex post-
processing; 3. Limited build volume; 4.

Powder handling challenges

Pellet Additive
Manufacturing

(PAM)

1. Cost-effective materials; 2. High
material throughput; 3. Can process a

variety of materials

1. Lower resolution; 2. Slower printing
speed; 3. Limited material compatibility;

4. Post-processing often required
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4. Prospects of 3D printing application

4.1. Future development of 3D printing technology
The future progression of 3D printing is anticipated to encompass numerous aspects, with several
crucial tendencies impacting the sector:

Material innovation: Continuous R&D will result in an expanded array of materials, including
sophisticated composites, intelligent materials, and bio-based materials. This will unlock new
possibilities in various fields, such as healthcare, aerospace, and automotive.

Enhanced speed and accuracy: As 3D printing technologies advance, we can foresee quicker print
speeds and greater resolution capabilities, making the technology more efficient and suitable for large-
scale production.

Multi-material and multi-color capabilities: Upcoming 3D printers are predicted to handle several
materials and colors at once, allowing for the creation of intricate and functional components in one
printing process.

Hybrid fabrication: Merging 3D printing with traditional manufacturing methods like CNC
machining will lead to more effective and versatile production workflows.

AI and machine learning implementation: Incorporating artificial intelligence and machine learning
in 3D printing software and hardware will facilitate better process optimization, material utilization,
and component quality.

3D printing on a grand scale: The evolution of large-scale 3D printers will make it possible to
construct sizable objects, such as homes and infrastructure elements, transforming the construction and
engineering sectors.

Bioprinting and tissue fabrication: The ongoing development of bioprinting techniques will allow
for the creation of intricate biological structures, like organs and tissues, with potential applications in
regenerative medicine and pharmaceutical testing.

Decentralized and on-demand production: The widespread adoption of 3D printing will enable
localized, on-demand component production, decreasing lead times, transport expenses, and inventory
management challenges.

Circular economy and eco-friendliness: 3D printing holds the potential to promote a more
sustainable and circular economy by minimizing waste, employing recycled materials, and facilitating
product repair and remanufacturing.

Intellectual property and legal structures: As 3D printing becomes more commonplace, IP
protection and legal frameworks will need to evolve to address the unique difficulties posed by the
technology.

In conclusion, the future trajectory of 3D printing technology is expected to be marked by ongoing
breakthroughs, novel materials, and increased efficacy, presenting exciting opportunities across an
extensive range of sectors and applications.

4.2. Future development of 3D printing technology
Under the social background of the current energy crisis and increasingly prominent environmental
problems, energy conservation has become the focus of attention in various fields. Traditional additive
manufacturing technology is clearly unable to meet and adapt to the development and trends of future
processing technology. 3D printing technology, due to its characteristic of additive manufacturing, will
inevitably become mainstream in the future processing field. In addition, the finished product strength
of 3D printing technology will also be continuously improved and improved, with the hope of
becoming the mainstream form of processing and manufacturing technology in the future
manufacturing industry. In the future, the development of 3D printing technology will inevitably move
towards high intensity.

3D printing technology has the potential to revolutionize various fields by enabling rapid
prototyping, customization, and on-demand production. Here are some potential applications of 3D
printing in different industries. Table 2 shows the potential applications of 3D printing in different
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fields.
Table 2. Potential application of 3D printing in different fields.

5. Conclusion
In summary, 3D printing technology is playing an increasingly important role in various
manufacturing sectors, with applications extending across industries such as healthcare, aerospace,
automotive, and electronics. Although the technology currently faces challenges, such as slow printing
speeds, limited material options, and lower product strength, these issues are expected to be addressed
as the technology continues to evolve and advance. Future research should focus on enhancing 3D
printing speeds, expanding the range of materials available, and developing materials with higher
strength while also actively exploring the integration of 3D printing technology with advanced
technologies such as artificial intelligence and machine learning to achieve broader applications.

Taking everything into consideration, 3D printing technology, with its numerous advantages,
including rapid production, high precision, lower costs, and customizability, has become an engine of
innovation within the manufacturing industry. Although certain challenges still exist, with the ongoing
development of technology and the industry, 3D printing technology will continue to expand its
application scope, bringing increased convenience and surprises to human production and daily life.

Industry Applications

Healthcare
Customized prosthetics and orthotics; Bioprinting of tissues and organs; Dental
restorations and implants; Medical device manufacturing; Anatomical models for

surgical planning and education

Aerospace
Lightweight, complex components for aircraft and spacecraft; Rapid prototyping for
design and testing; Customized parts for satellite systems; On-demand spare parts

production

Automotive
Custom and lightweight components for improved fuel efficiency; Rapid prototyping
for design and testing; On-demand spare parts production; Customized interiors and

exteriors

Construction 3D printed houses and infrastructure; Complex architectural designs and structures;
Rapid production of building components; Customized interior and exterior elements

Fashion and
Textiles

Customized clothing and accessories; Complex and intricate patterns and designs;
Sustainable and eco-friendly materials; Wearable technology integration

Education 3D models for teaching and learning; Hands-on experience with design and engineering
concepts; Customized educational tools and resources

Art and
Design

Complex sculptures and artwork; Customized jewelry and accessories; Unique and
intricate design elements; Interactive and functional art pieces

Food Industry Customized and intricate food designs; Personalized nutrition based on individual
needs; Rapid production of confectionery and bakery products

Electronics Rapid prototyping of electronic devices; Customized and intricate components; On-
demand production of spare parts and components

Supply Chain
and Logistics

On-demand production to reduce inventory and lead times; Localized manufacturing to
reduce transportation costs and environmental impact; Customization and

personalization of products
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