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Abstract: At present, the most important issue for economic development is how to ensure 
the coordinated development of all aspects. At present, the country's focus has shifted from 
all-round moderate prosperity to the issue of average development. Therefore, how to ensure 
and implement the average of resources and the exploration of implementation plans are 
currently more important research. Tourism is a recent emerging economic industry and plays 
a great role in promoting China's economic level. Starting from the current development 
status of China, this paper comprehensively analyzes whether tourism will affect the income 
difference between urban and rural residents through literature retrieval and case analysis. 
Explore how this element can be positively promoted. After research, we conclude that the 
development of tourism can indeed promote the balance of urban and rural development, but 
at the same time, it will also cause the problem of improper resource development and 
mismatch between the speed of tourism development. Therefore, countries need to respond 
to the situation. For example, strengthen the management of tourism resources, strengthen 
the publicity and governance of scenic areas, and so on. These optimization policies will 
definitely effectively alleviate and optimize the existing differences and differences, and 
realize the average quality of life of residents as soon as possible. 

Keywords: tourism industry, income disparity between urban and rural areas, 
countermeasures 

1. Introduction 

1.1. Research Background 

With the continuous development of science and technology, people's living standards and quality 
have been continuously improved. Still, at the same time, it has also exposed some problems, such as 
uneven regional development. Promoting urban-rural integration has been difficult to implement, and 
urban and rural residents' treatment and income levels are quite different. Although the focus of Chi-
na's development in recent years has been on the issue of achieving overall moderate prosperity, and 
good results have been achieved, and the number of rural poor people has been greatly reduced, elim-
inating the gap between urban and rural areas is a long-term governance problem. The latest survey 
results show that in 2020, the income data of China's per capita residents can be freely distributed 
varies greatly, with urban households having 43,834 yuan, while rural households have an average of 
only 17,131 yuan, and The ratio of urban income to rural income reached 2.56, the northwest and 
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southwest of these economically relatively backward areas due to backward transportation and lack 
of communication with the outside world, the rural appearance can not be quickly changed, so China 
also includes these areas as the focus of poverty alleviation. 

The continuous development of people's living needs and rapid economic development are the 
main reasons driving the rise of the tourism industry. Living conditions are better, and people are 
more willing to spend time and energy to enjoy life. Therefore, as an emerging tertiary industry, 
tourism has played a great role in promoting the development of national resources, and its proportion 
in the industry has also increased [1]. Tourism is one of the most dynamic and growth potential in-
dustries worldwide. With tourism's development, tourism's role in economic growth, employment 
opportunities, income distribution, and cultural exchange has become increasingly prominent [2]. 
However, tourism development has also brought some negative impacts such as environmental dam-
age, social conflicts, cultural erosion, and other problems. Among these impacts, we are more con-
cerned about whether tourism will alleviate the income disparity between urban and rural areas. 

The pace of urbanization has led to obvious urban and rural boundaries in many countries and 
regions, and excessive urban-rural differences are not conducive to the long-term and stable develop-
ment of the national economy [3]. Urban areas usually have better tourism infrastructure, more cul-
tural resources and better quality of services. Such a gap not only affects the normal allocation of 
resources in society, but also restricts the development of the tourism industry in rural areas, which 
is not in line with the requirements of sustainable development strategy [4]. Therefore, the purpose 
of this study is to better understand the relationship between tourism and urban-rural income dispar-
ity, and to find ways to alleviate urban-rural differences, which has far-reaching practical signifi-
cance. 

1.2. Literature Review 

Studies in recent years have shown that the rapid development of the tourism industry is more obvious 
in alleviating the problem of urban-rural disparity, so many researchers have begun to take great 
interest in the tourism industry and the problem of income disparity. Some researchers explore the 
advantages and contributions of tourism from the perspective of employment opportunities and re-
source allocation. Akama et al. found that the rapid development of tourism can create a large number 
of employment opportunities, especially for regions with relatively backward urban-rural structures. 
Tourism development can drive local employment and economic development, thus narrowing the 
income disparity between urban and rural areas. In addition, tourism can increase the income level of 
local people and directly reduce the income disparity [5]. Compared with foreign research results, 
China's research scholars and research on its problems are relatively shallow. Because China's re-
search on tourism focuses on how to improve economic development, increase income and employ-
ment opportunities, and does not pay attention to how the income disparity should be improved. 
Huang and others believe that the development of tourism will inevitably increase a large number of 
alternative employment opportunities, optimize the employment environment, and thus improve the 
local income level. However, the overall structure of urban and rural economy is different, the prac-
tical effect and theoretical research are not in line, and the development of tourism has not signifi-
cantly changed the gap [2]. Shi Shuyue and others also believe that the development of tourism can 
effectively alleviate the difference in the level of residents [3]. It is worth mentioning that the study 
shows that the reason why the development of tourism has not had a significant effect is mainly that 
the demand for tourism is in some low-skilled, low-wage jobs [6], and the benefits and benefits have 
not been significantly improved. 
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1.3. Research Framework 

This paper aims to find out the relationship between tourism and the income disparity, analyze the 
various impact aspects of tourism, and propose suggestions for improving its impact [7]. Aiming at 
the current status of tourism development, this paper explores its impact on the income disparity and 
its optimization strategies. We first carefully studied the achievements and literature of our predeces-
sors, identified the influencing factors from some typical cases, and analyzed the main causes of 
income disparity and the improvement and impact effects that tourism can also bring [8]. Then, start-
ing from the actual situation at home and abroad, some measures to narrow the gap are proposed, 
which will inevitably optimize tourism resources and improve rural tourist attractions. This paper 
uses case studies to study the feasibility of this scheme. 

2. Research Methods 

There are many methods used in this paper, including reading literature, using practical case studies, 
and combining theory and practice. 

Literature analysis method: Read a large number of previous achievements, from which the rea-
sons affecting the income disparity and the coping strategies are summarized. This method is mainly 
based on domestic and foreign literature and research reports [9]. 

The case study method explores tourism's impact on the income disparity between urban and rural 
areas and the specific implementation and effect of countermeasures through in-depth analysis and 
research of specific cases. This method first selects a typical tourism case. Starting from the case 
study, explore the impact of tourism development on alleviating the income disparity between urban 
and rural areas, and clarify the actual effect of development policies [10]. 

Comprehensive analysis is to combine the research results and specific cases of predecessors to 
conduct a comprehensive and systematic analysis and discussion of tourism and income disparity, 
and explore the impact of their development. Through systematic analysis and comparison of litera-
ture and cases, this study puts forward more targeted and operable countermeasures and suggestions 
[11]. 

3. The Impact of Tourism on the Income Disparity Between Urban and Rural Areas 

3.1. The Role of Tourism in Promoting Urban and Rural Income 

As an emerging economic growth point, tourism has become an important part of the global economy. 
In China, tourism is also one of the important economic growth points, as shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: Tourism scenic industry revenue (billion yuan) (Photo credit: Origin). 
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Tourism development not only brings employment opportunities but also increases the source of 
income for residents of different areas and reduces the income disparity(Blue city income, red village 
income), as shown in Figure 2.  

 

Figure 2: Tourism income disparity (trillion yuan) (Photo credit: Origin). 

First, the development of tourism can increase employment opportunities and sources of income. 
With tourism development, more and more tourist attractions, hotels, restaurants, and other service 
facilities are being built, providing more employment opportunities for local residents. The tourism 
industry also indirectly leads to the development of other industries, such as local agriculture and 
handicrafts. It is also a source of income and opportunity for local residents. Because the development 
of tourism services, whether indirect or direct, as long as it can increase the income of residents, it is 
an advantage to alleviate the income disparity. For example, tourism can boost local demand for 
goods and services, raising salaries for residents. Not only that, the development of tourism can also 
promote the degree of exchange and communication between different urban residents, provide more 
cooperation opportunities, effectively drive the economic hub between, and increase the income dis-
parity of local residents. Tourism development can promote local infrastructure construction and pub-
lic service supply, improve productivity and economic development in urban and rural areas, and 
provide better conditions and support for rural tourism and revitalization. In addition, the develop-
ment of tourism can increase the dissemination and exchange of culture, tourists from all over the 
world visit the local cultural landscape, not only can learn local cultural customs, but also share local 
culture with others, promote cultural exchanges and transmission between different regions, and im-
prove the cultural level of rural areas. 

To sum up, the development of tourism can make the lives of residents better and increase the 
amount of income of residents. On the one hand, the development of tourism will improve the spir-
itual outlook of the city and affect the quality and level of life of local residents. On the other hand, 
government departments will also increase financial support for the tourism industry, realize the road 
of rural tourism revitalization, and make people's lives better and better. 

3.2. Adverse Effects of Tourism on Urban-rural Income Disparities 

Although tourism development has contributed to narrowing the income disparity, there are also some 
negative impacts. These adverse effects are mainly reflected in the following aspects. First of all, the 
most important is that the development of tourism may cause environmental pollution problems, due 
to the overexploitation of environmental resources, more and more natural ecological environment is 
destroyed, resulting in resource loss and environmental governance problems. At the same time, tour-
ism development can also bring environmental pollution and ecological damage, affecting the living 
environment and health of local residents. Secondly, tourism development may cause an imbalance 
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in employment opportunities and unfair income distribution. With the development of tourism, there 
are often some high-skilled and high-income employment opportunities, which are more distributed 
in urban areas. It is undeniable that if some areas of tourism also have uneven distribution of profits, 
some tourist places are unvisited and some tourist places are overcrowded, this will also be counter-
productive and deepen income disparity. Finally, tourism development may lead to distortions and 
imbalances in urban and rural areas' cultural and social structure. With the development of tourism, 
some areas that do not enjoy the advantages of development will have development imbalance, and 
they are prone to unstable social development. At the same time, tourism development may also bring 
some negative social and psychological effects, such as the psychology of comparison and impa-
tience, further aggravating the income disparity between urban and rural areas. 

Combined with the above, it can be concluded that although tourism development can alleviate 
the problem of income disparity, it will also bring new adverse effects. Effective policy measures and 
management measures should be taken to strengthen the planning and management of tourism, pro-
tect local natural and cultural resources, and avoid environmental pollution and ecological damage. 
At the same time, Strengthen the management and control of tourism services, ensure that people 
have more employment opportunities and channels, and effectively improve the problem that the 
quality of life of current residents varies greatly. 

4. Responses of Tourism to the income disparity 

4.1. Strengthen the Planning and Management of Tourism 

In view of the problem of unbalanced tourism development and unreasonable resource allocation, we 
should strengthen the management of the development trend of the tourism industry, rationally plan 
and allocate tourism resources, and promote the rapid and stable development of the tourism industry. 

First, the protection and development of tourism resources should be strengthened. The govern-
ment should protect tourism resources through legislation and regulation and prevent excessive ex-
ploitation and abuse of resources. At the same time, We should also strengthen the experience of 
tourism services and investigate the evaluations of different users, which is important for the overall 
arrangement of tourism resources and achieve sustainable development. 

Secondly, the management and supervision of tourism should be strengthened. The government 
should strengthen the management and supervision of tourism enterprises, ensure that tourism enter-
prises comply with relevant laws and regulations, strengthen the training and management of tourism 
personnel, and improve the quality and level of services as much as possible, so that the development 
of tourism is more and more standardized. 

4.2. Promote Rural Tourism and Rural Development 

In order to alleviate the problem of unbalanced tourism development, the state and government should 
implement a rural revitalization strategy to encourage more urban residents to go to the countryside 
to experience life. The most important thing is that the government should increase capital investment 
and encourage rural residents to make good use of local resources. Second, support for rural revitali-
zation should be strengthened. The government should strengthen capital investment and policy sup-
port for rural revitalization, help farmers develop production and entrepreneurship, increase farmers' 
sources of income, and improve rural economic and social development to achieve an even distribu-
tion of resources so that the income of residents is comparable. 
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4.3. The Two Sides Will Promote the Integrated Development of Tourism and Related 
Industries 

In order to promote the development of tourism and the balanced development of urban and rural 
income. First, the integrated development of tourism and agriculture should be strengthened. Through 
the combination of agriculture and tourism, the value of rural agricultural products has been en-
hanced, which not only enhances the income of rural residents, but also improves the market com-
petitiveness of local agricultural products, and is more conducive to the balanced development of 
urban and rural areas. The second is to promote the integration of tourism industry and culture. In 
order to realize the development of tourism driven by culture, it is necessary to start from the roots, 
explore the deep connotation of local culture, and improve the value of cultural products. 

5. Conclusion 

This study mainly analyzes the impact and countermeasures of tourism on the urban-rural income 
disparity and uses literature analysis, case study, and comprehensive analysis. Through the analysis 
and research of relevant literature and cases, it is concluded that tourism can increase employment 
opportunities and income sources in urban and rural areas and narrow the income disparity between 
urban and rural areas. Conversely, once tourism development is not approached, the accelerating ur-
banization process will limit rural development, which in turn will increase the income disparity. 
Therefore, the state should actively implement the rural revitalization plan and promote the combi-
nation of tourism and local culture. 

Based on the above conclusions, this study puts forward countermeasures and suggestions that the 
government should increase policy support and financial support for tourism, strengthen the support 
and promotion of rural tourism and rural revitalization, strengthen the integrated development of 
tourism and related industries, and pay attention to the social benefits of tourism. It can help society 
better coordinate the quality of life among residents and achieve the goal of common prosperity. from 
this point of view, this study is very meaningful. It has certain guiding value for improving the quality 
of life of residents and achieving the goal of equal distribution of resources at an early date. 
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