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Abstract: Historical and cultural protection is an important task, which aims to protect and
pass on the precious historical heritage and cultural traditions of mankind. In this process, the
mechanism of popular will becomes particularly important. The people are the creators,
inheritors and beneficiaries of history and culture, and their participation and support is an
indispensable force for the protection of history and culture. This study will explore the
mechanism of people's will in historical and cultural conservation, aiming to reveal people's
attitudes, needs and participation in historical and cultural conservation. By studying the
mechanism of the people's will, it can provide reference for the formulation of relevant
policies and promote the effective implementation of historical and cultural protection.

Keywords: historical protection, the will of the masses, mechanism study

1. Introduction
1.1. Introduction to the Importance of Historical and Cultural Preservation Intentions

The importance of the will to protect history and culture lies in its key role in the promotion and
success of historical and cultural protection. The following are some important aspects of the
willingness to preserve history and culture:

Awareness of protection: The will of the people can arouse people's attention and attention to
historical and cultural protection, and improve the public's awareness of protection. When people
realize that valuable historical and cultural heritage exists in their environment, they will become
more actively involved in and support related conservation efforts [1].

Promotion of participation and initiative: The existence of popular will can stimulate people's
participation and initiative, so that they become active participants in the preservation of historical
culture. When people are enthusiastic and interested in historical and cultural preservation, they tend
to take the initiative to acquire relevant knowledge, participate in relevant activities, and exert their
power in practical actions.

Mobilization and allocation of resources: The will of the people can mobilize and allocate
resources in various ways to promote the development of historical and cultural preservation.
Whether it is individual donations, the support of social organizations or the input of the government,
it is inseparable from the will and support of the people for historical and cultural protection.

© 2023 The Authors. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 4.0
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Reference and guidance for decision-making: The will of the people, as a reference and guidance,
can play a role in the decision-making of historical and cultural preservation. Government
departments and relevant agencies should fully take into account the wishes and needs of the people
when formulating protection policies and plans, so as to make protection work more in line with the
expectations and interests of society.

To sum up, the importance of the willingness to preserve history and culture lies in the fact that it
can stimulate people's attention to and attention to the preservation of history and culture, promote
people's participation and initiative, raise and allocate resources, and play a role of reference and
guidance in decision-making. Only through broad popular participation and support can humanity's
valuable historical heritage and cultural traditions be preserved and passed on.

1.2. The Role of People's Will in Historical and Cultural Protection

The will of the people plays an important role in the preservation of history and culture, which can
be reflected in the following aspects:

Advocacy and promotion: The will of the people for the preservation of history and culture can be
a force for advocacy and promotion of conservation. When people have strong feelings and
identification with a certain historical and cultural heritage or tradition, they will actively call for and
fight for the implementation of protection measures, and push relevant institutions and governments
to take action.

Participation in preservation: The will of the people can motivate people to actively participate in
the preservation of historical culture. They may be involved in practical operations such as cultural
heritage restoration, conservation activities and archaeological excavations, providing material and
human resources for conservation efforts.

Feedback and supervision: The public will can evaluate and guide the historical and cultural
protection work through feedback and supervision. They can make suggestions, criticisms and
comments to bring conservation efforts more in line with society's expectations and needs.

Visiting and inheriting: People's interest in and willingness to preserve history and culture can
encourage them to visit and learn about relevant sites, museums, cultural festivals, etc., so as to inherit
and promote history and culture.

Education and publicity: The will of the people can enable better education and publicity of
conservation work, and form a consensus and recognition of historical and cultural protection among
the general public. Through various forms of publicity and education activities, people can understand
the importance of history and culture, as well as their roles and responsibilities in conservation work
[2].

To sum up, the will of the people plays an important role in the preservation of history and culture,
including advocacy and promotion, participation in conservation work, feedback and supervision,
visits and inheritance, and education and publicity. Only through broad public participation and
support can the heritage and preservation of history and culture be achieved.

2.  Theoretical Basis
2.1. Social Identity Theory

Social identity theory is an important theory in social psychology that studies how individuals form
and maintain a sense of identity with specific groups. The theory holds that people shape their social
identity by feeling emotionally connected to certain groups and by sharing common values, beliefs,
and ways of behaving.

Social identity theory includes the following key concepts:
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1. Self-Concept: an individual's cognition and evaluation of himself, including the identification
of his own identity. Social identity is an important part of self-concept.

2. Social Categories: Categorize people into different groups or social categories, such as country,
ethnicity, gender, religion, occupation, etc. Social labeling is a way for people to establish social
identity.

3. Social Comparison: Individuals measure their abilities and values in certain aspects by
comparing with members of the same group or other groups. Social comparison helps individuals
establish and maintain social identity.

4. Belongingness: an individual's emotional experience and need to belong to a group. A sense of
belonging is the core of social identity, which makes individuals feel accepted, understood and
supported.

Social identity theory has important implications for understanding the role of people's will in
historical and cultural protection. People may develop a strong social identity with the historical and
cultural group to which they belong, with which they feel a close connection and share common
values. This kind of social identity can stimulate people's concern and investment in historical and
cultural protection, and encourage them to actively participate in related activities and support the
implementation of conservation measures.

At the same time, social identity theory also explains the complexity and diversity of people’s will
in historical and cultural protection. The social identity of different groups may lead to different
protection needs and preferences, so the characteristics and wishes of different groups need to be
taken into account when formulating relevant policies and programs.

In short, social identity theory provides an important theoretical basis for us to explain the role of
popular will in historical and cultural preservation, and it emphasizes the importance of emotional
connection and shared values between individuals and groups. In practice, the viewpoint of social
identity theory can be used to guide and motivate people to participate in historical and cultural
protection, and to promote the smooth progress of protection work by meeting the needs of social
identity of different groups.

2.2. Social Participation Theory

In historical and cultural protection, the social participation theory is a more accurate concept, which
emphasizes the active participation and cooperation of the people in the protection work.

Social participation theory holds that the solution of social problems requires broad participation
and cooperation, not only relying on the actions of governments or professional institutions. In the
area of historical and cultural preservation, the will and participation of the people are crucial to the
success of conservation efforts.

Social participation theory includes the following key concepts:

1. Democratic participation: Emphasizing public participation in decision-making and problem
solving, and advocating open, transparent and inclusive participation mechanisms. In historical and
cultural conservation, this can be reflected in the participation of the public in the decision-making
process of conservation planning, resource allocation, and conservation goal setting [3].

2. Social capital: Resources such as social networks, trust, cooperation, and shared values are
important for social participation and cooperation. The accumulation and utilization of social capital
contributes to the effective participation of the people in the preservation of history and culture.

119



Proceedings of the 4th International Conference on Educational Innovation and Philosophical Inquiries
DOTI: 10.54254/2753-7064/11/20231396

3. Influence of People's Will on Historical and Cultural Protection
3.1. Forming Factors of Historical and Cultural Protection Intention
3.1.1. Influence of Education and Media

Education and media play an important role in the formation of historical and cultural preservation
intentions. By providing knowledge, guiding values and shaping perceptions, they influence people's
attitudes and willingness to preserve history and culture. The following are some key aspects of the
formation of educational and media willingness to preserve history and culture:

1. Knowledge transmission: Education system and media platform are important channels to
convey historical and cultural knowledge to the public. Through schooling, museums, documentaries,
and news reports, people can learn about the importance, value, and fragility of history and culture.
This transfer of knowledge helps to arouse people's attention and interest in historical and cultural
preservation.

2. Emotional resonance: Education and media can not only express history and culture, but also
arouse people's emotional resonance. By telling stories about historical events and demonstrating the
value of cultural heritage, people can feel a sense of connection and belonging to history and culture.
This kind of emotional resonance inspires people's willingness and responsibility for historical and
cultural protection.

3.1.2. The Role of Social Networks and the Internet

Social networks and the Internet have played an important role in shaping the will to preserve history
and culture. They have changed the way information is disseminated and communicated, providing
people with a wider range of channels for participation and expression. Here are some key aspects of
social networks and the Internet's willingness to preserve history and culture:

1. Information acquisition and dissemination: Social networks and the Internet make it easier to
acquire and disseminate information related to history and culture. People can learn more about
historical and cultural protection knowledge and practice cases through search engines, social media
platforms, professional websites, etc. The wide dissemination of this information has increased
people's awareness of historical and cultural protection and stimulated their willingness to participate
[4].

2. Participation and interaction: Social networks and the Internet provide a variety of opportunities
for participation and interaction. Through social media platforms, people can organize or participate
in related events and discussion groups to share their views and experiences on historical and cultural
preservation. This participation and interaction enhances people's sense of participation and
belonging to historical and cultural preservation, and encourages them to actively participate in
conservation work.

3.2. The Initiating Effect of People's Will on Historical and Cultural Protection Actions
3.2.1.Establishment and Operation of Cultural Heritage Protection Organizations

The will of the people plays an important role in the preservation of historical culture, which can
initiate the establishment and operation of cultural heritage protection organizations. The following
is about the influence of popular will on the formation and operation of cultural heritage protection
organizations:

1. The establishment of a catalyst organization: People's concern for history and culture and their
willingness to protect it can give rise to and promote the establishment of a cultural heritage protection
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organization. When people are very concerned about a particular historical and cultural heritage, they
may spontaneously organize, set up conservation organizations, and devote themselves to promoting
related conservation activities.

2. Mobilization of resources and efforts: The existence of popular will can mobilize more resources
and efforts to support the operation of cultural heritage protection organizations. This includes human,
material and financial support, and through voluntary participation and donations, people provide the
resources needed for conservation organizations to operate [5].

3. Building broad consensus: The expression of popular will helps build broad consensus and
support. When people express concern and support for a certain historical and cultural heritage, they
can attract more people to join the conservation organization through public appeals and
dissemination of information, and jointly promote the protection work.

3.2.2.Promotion of Donations and Volunteer Actions

The will of the people plays a vital role in the preservation of historical culture. First of all, the will
of the people determines whether to carry out historical and cultural protection actions. If the majority
of people express concern and support for a historical or cultural heritage site, then the government
or relevant agencies will be more motivated to initiate relevant conservation actions. People's
concerns and voices can motivate policymakers to take notice and take action.

Secondly, donation is a common way for people to participate in the preservation of history and
culture. By donating to relevant institutions or organizations, people can directly provide financial
support for the preservation of historical sites, cultural relics, etc. The amount and frequency of
donations can reflect the importance people attach to the preservation of historical culture, and can
also be a direct source of conservation actions by governments and relevant institutions.

® Cultural identity and values: People's recognition of their own cultural inheritance and historical
heritage and values have an important impact on their willingness to participate in conservation
actions. When people have a deep understanding and recognition of the importance of history and
culture, they are more likely to actively participate in conservation efforts.

® Education and publicity: Education and publicity play an important role in raising public
awareness and understanding of historical and cultural preservation. Strengthening the popularization
and publicity of historical and cultural protection through school education and publicity activities
can stimulate people's interest and willingness to participate.

3.3. Influence of People's Will on Historical and Cultural Protection Policies
3.3.1. Establishment of Public Participation in Decision-making and Cooperation Mechanism

Popular will plays an important role in the formulation and implementation of historical and cultural
protection policies. Public participation in decision-making means that the public's opinions and
suggestions are widely heard, solicited and adopted when formulating historical and cultural
protection policies. The establishment of the cooperation mechanism is through the establishment of
cooperative relations between the government, non-governmental organizations (NGO) and the
public to participate in the work of historical and cultural protection.

First of all, public participation in decision-making can ensure the rationality and scientific nature
of the formulation of historical and cultural protection policies. By extensively soliciting opinions
and suggestions from the public and integrating different viewpoints and interests into the policy
making process, the subjective preferences of a single decision maker can be reduced and the fairness
and democracy of decision-making can be enhanced.

Secondly, public participation in decision-making can enhance social recognition and support for
historical and cultural protection policies. When the public's views are fully heard and adopted, they
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will be more motivated to support relevant policies and more willing to participate in specific
conservation actions. This sense of participation and belonging can stimulate the enthusiasm of the
people and encourage more people to participate in the cause of historical and cultural preservation.

At the same time, the establishment of a cooperation mechanism can make full use of the resources
and expertise of all parties to improve the effectiveness of historical and cultural protection.
Governments, NGO, academics and the public can all participate in conservation work at different
levels and areas and share responsibility. Through cooperation, we can strengthen information sharing,
technical support and resource integration, form synergies, and make historical and cultural protection
more scientific and sustainable.

The following aspects need to be considered in establishing public participation in decision-
making and cooperation mechanisms:

® [mprove participation channels and mechanisms: The government and relevant agencies should
establish open and transparent participation channels, such as organizing public hearings, soliciting
opinions and suggestions, to ensure that the public can directly participate in the decision-making
process.

® Strengthen publicity and education: Through extensive publicity and education activities,
improve the public's awareness and understanding of historical and cultural protection, and enhance
their willingness and ability to actively participate in it.

3.3.2.The Role of Public Feedback and Protection Strategy Adjustment

The influence of people's will on historical and cultural protection policies is mainly reflected in the
feedback of people's opinions and the adjustment of protection strategies. When the opinions and
feedback of the public are fully heard and adopted in the process of policy formulation and
implementation, the protection strategy can be effectively adjusted to improve the feasibility and
adaptability of the policy.

First, public feedback can provide important references and guidance for policy makers. By
soliciting opinions and suggestions from the public, policy makers can understand the public's
perception of the value of a particular historical and cultural heritage, its conservation needs, and its
expectations for conservation efforts. This feedback can help policy makers more accurately grasp
the nature of the problem and formulate protection policies that better meet the needs of the public.

Second, public feedback can help identify and solve problems. In the process of historical and
cultural protection, it is inevitable to encounter various problems and challenges, such as management
difficulties, inadequate conservation work, and vandalism. By fully listening to public feedback,
policy makers can learn about these problems in a timely manner and take appropriate measures to
solve them. Public opinions and feedback can serve as an important basis for policy adjustment and
improvement, and promote the smooth progress of protection work.

Finally, public feedback can enhance public participation and satisfaction. When the public's
feedback is valued and timely responded to, they will feel that their participation value and rights are
respected, and thus increase their willingness to participate in historical and cultural protection. This
sense of participation and belonging not only promotes the active participation of the public in
conservation efforts, but also contributes to the formation of a good social atmosphere and consensus
on the protection of cultural heritage.

In order to make effective use of public feedback and achieve the adjustment of conservation
strategies, the following strategies and measures are relevant:

® Establish feedback channels and mechanisms: The government and relevant institutions should
establish feedback channels, including complaint hotline, comment mailbox, online platform, etc., to
facilitate the public to provide comments and feedback.
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@ Strengthen publicity and education: improve public awareness and understanding of historical
and cultural conservation, encourage the public to actively participate in conservation work, and
provide relevant education and training.

4.  Impacts and Challenges
4.1. The Positive Impact of People's Will

The positive influence of the will of the people in the preservation of history and culture is
multifaceted, and the following are several important aspects:

® Enhance social participation and responsibility: the public's concern and support for historical
and cultural protection, and encourage them to actively participate in conservation actions. They will
not only spontaneously preserve and protect historical and cultural heritage, but also actively
participate in specific conservation efforts through donations, volunteer activities, visits to exhibitions,
etc. This enthusiasm has enhanced the sense of responsibility of the whole society for historical and
cultural protection, and formed a good situation for the whole society to jointly promote the
development of protection.

® Promote cultural identity and inheritance: Historical and cultural heritage carries the historical
memory and cultural identity of the society, and has important emotional value for the people. The
will and actions of the people promote the identification and inheritance of their own culture. By
visiting, studying, and participating in conservation activities, they gain a deeper understanding of
historical and cultural heritage, deepening their own cultural identity and helping to pass this identity
on to future generations.

4.2. Challenges and Limitations of People's Will

Although popular will has a positive impact on the preservation of history and culture, there are some
challenges and limitations: not all people show a high level of interest and concern for the preservation
of history and culture. Some people may lack awareness of historical and cultural heritage, or for
other reasons are unable to actively participate in conservation actions. They may lack the time,
financial resources, or educational background to play their intended role. In the public participation
in historical and cultural protection, there may be an imbalance of interests and voices. The opinions
and demands of some specific groups may be more easily noticed and responded to, while the
opinions of other groups may be ignored. This may lead to unfairness and inaccuracy in the public
participation process. In general, the will of the people plays an important role in the preservation of
historical culture.

5. Conclusion

The mechanism of people's will in historical and cultural preservation is an important research field.
People's will to historical and cultural preservation is often derived from their identity with their own
history and cultural traditions. Through education, publicity and other means, to raise the public's
awareness of the importance of historical and cultural protection, stimulate their cultural self-
confidence, and thus enhance their willingness to participate in conservation actions. At the same
time, public participation in the decision-making process is a key link in the preservation of historical
culture. To promote democratic participation, open and transparent decision-making mechanisms, so
that people can express their views and participate in decision-making on measures for the protection,
planning and use of cultural heritage, so that their will is directly reflected in conservation efforts.

In short, the will of the people plays an important role in the protection of history and culture. It
can exert a positive influence on the awakening of consciousness, participation in decision-making,
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participation of social organizations and balance of interests to promote the smooth progress of the
protection of history and culture.
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