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Abstract: Analyzing the geographical distribution of educational institutions, changes in their 

numbers through time, and the consequences for equally accessible education, the article digs 

into the complex world of educational equality in China. A thorough effort is being made to 

provide education accessible across areas, as shown by the chart “Regional Distribution of 

Educational Institutions (2021).” Representing a dedication to supporting a variety of 

educational possibilities, Hebei leads with 14181 institutions, followed by Jiangsu with 7666 

institutions. The dominance of big cities like Beijing and Tianjin, which together have 3082 

institutions, emphasizes the diversity of educational options even more. The article identifies 

dynamic tendencies by analyzing the “Changes in Number of Educational Institutions (2017-

2021)” data. A concerted effort has been made to improve educational infrastructure and 

accessibility at different academic levels, as seen by the rise of higher education institutions, 

high schools, and junior secondary schools. It is noteworthy that throughout five years, there 

were 125 more higher education institutions, 1030 more high schools, and 977 more junior 

secondary schools added. In contrast, the decrease in primary enrollment calls attention to the 

causes of this shift and its effects on education fundamentals. These developments 

demonstrate China’s determined efforts to provide educational opportunities for people at all 

levels and locations. Continual growth in institutions, a sign of an endeavor to satisfy 

changing educational demands, has characterized the secondary and postsecondary education 

landscape. Additionally, the data raises concerns about the loss of elementary schools and the 

need to address prospective legislative changes or demographic trends. The article highlights 

China’s comprehensive strategy for ensuring educational fairness and provides a glimpse of 

its development, difficulties, and educational objectives. 

Keywords: Educational Equity, Socioeconomic Disparities, Higher Education, Educational 

Institutions 

1. Introduction 

Education is a fundamental right that should be available to everyone and is often touted as the 

cornerstone of development and social mobility. However, the truth is that only some have equal 

access to high-quality education, a problem that is especially acute in China. China, the most populous 

country on earth and a rising economic titan, has a complicated web of issues relating to educational 

justice. This article digs deep into these issues, studying the causes of educational inequality, its wide-

ranging effects, and the initiatives and policies designed to close the gap. 
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In a country where traditional knowledge and contemporary innovation coexist, the educational 

options available to various social groups sharply contrast. 

It is impossible to exaggerate the value of education as a driver of individual development and 

society progress. However, in China, educational parity still needs to be achieved, leaving a sizeable 

segment of the population isolated and unaffected by the advantages of high-quality education. The 

fact that many social, economic, and physical regions makeup China’s large territory aggravates. 

The issues of educational fairness in China are thoroughly explored in this article. This study aims 

to shed light on the complex nature of educational equity challenges in China by examining the causes 

of educational inequality, its wide-ranging effects on people and the country, and scrutinizing the 

policies and strategies to address the problem. 

2. Literature Review 

Researchers have given the problem of educational inequality in China a lot of attention, shedding 

light on the intricate web of variables that lead to differences in access and results. The complexity 

of this topic is shown through a review of pertinent academic literature and research. 

Wang et al. provided insight into the contribution of socioeconomic position to the persistence of 

educational disparity in their research. They discovered that access to high-quality educational 

materials is restricted for kids from low-income homes, impacting their overall learning trajectory [1]. 

Li and Zhang emphasize uneven access to educational resources across urban and rural areas as a 

crucial factor in educational inequality [2]. 

Bourdieu’s Cultural Capital Theory provides a theoretical framework for understanding how social 

and cultural upbringing affect educational achievement. Bourdieu claimed that pupils from wealthy 

homes had cultural capital that improved their academic performance, perpetuating advantages and 

disadvantages [3]. This idea supports Wang et al.’s research, which emphasizes the link between 

socioeconomic position and educational results. 

The significance of education as an economic asset is further emphasized by Becker’s Human 

Capital Theory, which was outlined in his key paper in 1964. According to the argument, uneven 

access to education might result in socioeconomic gaps and impede global economic development 

[4]. This theory’s consequences are relevant in China, where educational inequalities may worsen 

economic and social inequality. 

Although the available literature offers insightful information, gaps still exist. Since much of the 

research focuses on elementary and secondary education, in-depth analyses of inequities in higher 

education are required. Furthermore, there is a need for increased focus due to the intersectionality of 

variables, including gender, race, and place. Policies and interventions may be more successful if 

there is a sophisticated knowledge of how these variables interact with socioeconomic inequality. 

The literature study emphasizes the relevance of educational fairness in China and the need to 

tackle the challenge’s many facets. In order to establish an equal educational environment, researchers 

and policymakers are urged to fill information gaps. The current corpus of research serves as a basis 

for future studies. 

3. Causes of Educational Inequity 

Numerous elements that influence the educational environment in China play a part in the stark 

discrepancies in access to high-quality education. These elements, which are rooted in social, regional, 

and cultural settings, provide insightful information about the primary causes of educational 

inequality. 

1. Economic Disparities: In China, socioeconomic position is a critical factor in determining 

educational chances. This connection is supported by Wang et al., who points out that children from 
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low-income households experience significant obstacles when acquiring resources for high-quality 

education [1]. Data from the National Bureau of Statistics highlight the widening wealth gap between 

urban and rural communities, which inevitably affects educational access and results. [2]. 

2. Rural-Urban Divide: Geographic location significantly contributes to the persistence of 

educational inequality. According to Li and Zhang, differences between urban and rural areas extend 

beyond resource distribution to teacher quality, classroom circumstances, and curricular options [3]. 

This tendency is most noticeable in underdeveloped rural communities where poor infrastructure 

makes learning settings less effective. 

3. Gender Disparities: Gender-based educational disparity is still a problem despite decreasing. 

In the past, gender prejudices restricted girls’ access to education. Regional variations continue, 

notwithstanding the advances. According to Ministry of Education statistics, gender disparities in 

educational achievement persist in rural regions. [4]. 

4. Minority Groups’ Access: Geographic isolation and cultural differences are the causes of 

educational gaps among ethnic minority groups. The Uyghur community in the Xinjiang Uyghur 

Autonomous Region needs help with the availability of high-quality resources and the language of 

teaching [5]. These inequalities have a long-lasting effect on academic performance and social 

mobility. 

5. Migration and Hukou System: Together with the hukou system, the movement of families 

from rural to urban regions in quest of better economic opportunities creates further barriers to 

educational justice. Due to hukou limitations, migrant children are often denied access to public 

schools, depriving them of a proper education [6]. This dynamic, particularly in metropolitan areas, 

feeds the cycle of inequality. 

Real-world examples support these discrepancies. Students in isolated communities need more 

classrooms and supplies, which interferes with their ability to study. Urban kids have access to state-

of-the-art technology and enriching extracurricular activities, which benefits their academic 

performance. Exam scores show this disparity, with urban kids routinely doing better than their rural 

peers. 

It becomes clear that a complex interaction of economic, regional, gender-based, and policy-driven 

variables is at play as the reasons for educational inequalities come into focus. To address these core 

causes, a holistic strategy that considers the specifics of each issue and looks for all-encompassing 

solutions is required. 

4. Consequences of Educational Inequity 

Beyond the classroom walls, China’s educational disparity has far-reaching effects that negatively 

impact people, society, and the country’s economic development. Exploring these effects reveals how 

urgent it is to deal with this pressing problem. 

The ambitions of people from underprivileged origins are stifled by educational disparity. A lack 

of access to high-quality education impedes upward mobility and personal development. According 

to data from the Chinese Education Ministry, pupils from low-income households are more likely to 

drop out of school, reducing their chances of future success [1]. This tendency reduces life 

possibilities and reinforces poverty cycles. 

Inequality across generations is sustained by the absence of equitable educational opportunities, 

which amplifies socioeconomic disparities. According to research by Li et al., education is crucial in 

defining social standing, emphasizing the need to address educational inequality to break the cycle 

[2]. Without action, social divides grow, threatening stability and cohesiveness in society. 

Economic development needs to be improved by educational inequality. Unfair access to high-

quality education stunts human capital development, leaving the workforce uneducated and unable to 

participate in a knowledge-based economy. Data showing a correlation between income levels and 
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educational achievement differences between rural and urban regions [3] make this divide especially 

clear. 

Lack of access to high-quality education limits possibilities for innovation and prosperity. The 

value of education in generating creativity and problem-solving abilities, essential for promoting 

economic progress, is highlighted by research by Liu and Li [4]. The power of the country to innovate 

is hampered when some groups of the population are denied these possibilities. 

Society may become more divided if educational disparity is allowed to persist. Social trust is 

destroyed, and educational achievement gaps exacerbate already-existing divides. According to a case 

study, persistent educational discrepancies are a factor in rural populations’ feelings of 

marginalization and exclusion [5]. Such beliefs may thwart the kind of cooperation needed for a 

country’s progress. 

The real-life accounts underlying these repercussions highlight how urgent it is to eliminate 

educational inequality. The possibilities available to talented students in rural regions are few, which 

limits their potential to advance the country. Urban peers gain from a richer educational setting, which 

supports their development as future leaders. 

The wide-ranging effects of educational inequality cast a depressing shadow on China’s 

socioeconomic structure. It undermines the country’s potential by stunting personal development, 

fostering social divides, and halting economic progress. The importance of solving this problem 

cannot be stressed since the ramifications will affect future generations and China’s status in the 

world. 

5. Results 

As Table 1 shows, the data for the period from 2017 to 2021 presents a dynamic story of the expansion 

and development of educational institutions. The number of higher education institutions increased 

from 2631 to 2756 throughout this five-year period, showing a steady growth tendency. This increase 

of 125 institutions demonstrates a dedication to enhancing access to higher education. High schools 

also had a noticeable increase, going from 13555 to 14585, which is a tribute to attempts to expand 

secondary education options. Junior secondary schools increased steadily from 51894 to 52871, 

joining this rising trend. This increase of 977 schools highlights the commitment to promoting all-

encompassing education coverage. The number of elementary schools decreased from 167009 to 

154279, suggesting possible changes in primary education policy or demographic trends. In 

conclusion, these numerical changes reveal a concerted effort to increase educational access, upgrade 

infrastructure, and adjust to changing educational demands across various educational levels. 

Table 1: Number of Educational Institutions (2017-2021) 

Year 
Higher Education 

Institutions 

High 

Schools 

Junior Secondary 

Schools 
Primary Schools 

2017 2631 13555 51894 167009 

2018 2663 13737 51982 161811 

2019 2688 13964 52415 160148 

2020 2738 14235 52805 157979 

2021 2756 14585 52871 154279 

total 13476 70076 261967 800226 
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As Table 2 shows, the distribution of educational institutions across areas in the year 2021 

demonstrates a thorough attempt to provide a variety of educational possibilities. Hebei distinguishes 

among these areas as having the most educational institutions overall, with an astonishing 14181. 

This total includes 11604 elementary schools, 123 higher education institutions, 738 high schools, 

and 2516 junior secondary schools. With 7666 and 9458 total institutions, respectively, Jiangsu and 

Shandong also stand out as educationally lively areas, demonstrating their dedication to 

comprehensive education. As significant metropolitan areas, Beijing and Tianjin are home to 1596 

and 1486 institutions, respectively, that serve a variety of educational requirements. Provinces with 

over 18000 institutions, like Guangdong, Guangxi, and Hunan, demonstrate their commitment to 

providing accessible education. With 1374 institutions, Hainan stands out for emphasizing the value 

of elementary education. This thorough distribution, which ranges from crowded metropolises to rural 

landscapes, emphasizes the all-encompassing strategy used to provide fair access to education at all 

levels. 

Table 2: Number of Educational Institutions by Region (2021) 

Region 
Higher Education 

Institutions 

High 

Schools 

Junior Secondary 

Schools 

Primary 

Schools 

Beijing 92 332 335 837 

Tianjin 56 191 344 895 

Hebei 123 738 2516 11604 

Shanxi 82 517 1538 4668 

Inner Mongolia 54 307 719 1661 

Liaoning 114 431 1528 2601 

Jilin 66 263 1189 3199 

Heilongjiang 80 366 1409 1380 

Shanghai 64 262 605 680 

Jiangsu 167 609 2286 4116 

Zhejiang 109 631 1768 3257 

Anhui 121 679 2825 6964 

Fujian 89 557 1265 5077 

Jiangxi 106 544 2218 6753 

Shandong 153 723 3296 9458 

Henan 156 970 4726 17500 

Hubei 130 548 2161 5322 

Hunan 128 686 3412 7132 

Guangdong 160 1076 3832 10599 

Guangxi 85 521 1757 7950 

Hainan 21 133 404 1374 

Chongqing 69 269 854 2717 

Sichuan 134 806 3522 5443 

Guizhou 75 478 2013 6709 

Yunnan 82 616 1692 10533 

Tibet 7 39 104 832 

Shaanxi 97 453 1646 4559 

Gansu 49 363 1471 4951 

Qinghai 12 107 266 729 

Ningxia 20 70 248 1129 

Xinjiang 55 300 922 3650 

Total 2756 14585 52871 154279 

Proceedings of the 2nd International Conference on Social Psychology and Humanity Studies
DOI: 10.54254/2753-7048/61/20240581

203



 

 

As Table 3 shows, the regional distribution of educational institutions in 2021 emphasizes the 

dedication to providing accessible education at all levels. With a substantial total of 14181 institutions, 

Hebei emerges as a focus point for education. This includes 11604 elementary schools, 738 high 

schools, 123 colleges and universities, and 2516 junior secondary schools. Jiangsu is next, with 7666 

institutions altogether, demonstrating educational vitality. Notably, provinces like Shanxi, Liaoning, 

and Jilin have a combined total of nearly 15000 institutions, contributing to the spread of education. 

Urban hubs like Beijing and Tianjin provide a total of 3082 institutions, highlighting their importance 

in providing a variety of educational options. Further promoting comprehensive education 

accessibility is the careful placement of universities in places like Inner Mongolia, Heilongjiang, and 

Shanghai. The distribution of 210491 institutions among these areas shows a determined attempt to 

provide a comprehensive and inclusive educational environment, providing to the various demands 

of students at all levels of education. 

Table 3: Regional Distribution of Educational Institutions (2021) 

Region 

Higher 

Education 

Institutions 

High 

Schools 

Junior 

Secondary 

Schools 

Primary 

Schools 

Total 

Institutions 

Beijing 92 332 335 837 1596 

Tianjin 56 191 344 895 1486 

Hebei 123 738 2516 11604 14181 

Shanxi 82 517 1538 4668 6805 

Inner 

Mongolia 
54 307 719 1661 2741 

Liaoning 114 431 1528 2601 4674 

Jilin 66 263 1189 3199 5717 

Heilongjiang 80 366 1409 1380 4235 

Shanghai 64 262 605 680 1611 

Jiangsu 167 609 2286 4116 7666 

Total 2756 14585 52871 154279 210491 

 

As Table 4 shows, the five-year period between 2017 and 2021 saw changes in the number of 

educational institutions, which shed light on the landscape’s dynamic character. The number of higher 

education institutions has steadily risen, underscoring a persistent commitment to supporting 

postsecondary education. There has been a consistent growing trend from 2017 to 2021, which 

corresponds to an increase of 125 institutions in total. Similar to the growth in middle schools, the 

increase in high schools during this five-year period was considerable, rising by 1030 high schools, 

indicating an increasing secondary education environment. The number of junior secondary schools 

has also steadily increased, with 977 new schools joining the educational system throughout this 

period, supporting the focus on comprehensive secondary education. On the other hand, a decrease 

in the number of primary schools between 2017 and 2021 may indicate changes in primary education 

policy or demographic trends. The steady growth of junior secondary schools, high schools, and 

higher education institutions is a sign of a deliberate effort to improve educational infrastructure, meet 

changing demands, and promote access to education at all levels. On the other hand, the shifts in the 

number of elementary schools call for further research into the causes of this drop and any possible 

effects they may have on the fundamentals of education. 
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Table 4: Changes in Number of Educational Institutions (2017-2021) 

Year 
Higher Education 

Institutions Change 

High Schools 

Change 

Junior Secondary 

Schools Change 

Primary Schools 

Change 

2018 +32 +182 +88 -6030 

2019 +25 +227 +433 -663 

2020 +50 +271 +390 -3169 

2021 +18 +350 +66 -2700 

6. Government Policies and Interventions 

The Chinese government has developed a number of policies and actions in an effort to reduce gaps, 

promote equitable access to education, and elevate disadvantaged groups in society because it 

recognizes the fundamental relevance of resolving educational disparity. Evaluation of these metrics 

reveals both the advancements achieved and the ongoing obstacles. 

China’s compulsory education regulations, which mandate nine years of free education for all 

people, demonstrate the country’s dedication to equitable education. According to this policy, no 

matter where they come from, all kids should have access to a fundamental education. Even though 

this project has made great strides, rural communities continue to face problems with poor 

infrastructure and teachers that lower educational standards. 

Education is included in the government’s extensive programs to reduce poverty. In places of 

extreme poverty, programs like the “Pair-Up and Assist” initiative provide financial assistance, 

infrastructural improvement, and teacher preparation. Notably, these initiatives have successfully 

raised enrollment rates and expanded access to education generally in rural areas. However, achieving 

long-term quality improvement is still tricky. 

In order to resolve resource imbalances between urban and rural schools, efforts are being made 

to level financial distribution. In some instances, these actions have had favorable results, with more 

funding resulting in schools with superior equipment. However, there are still inconsistencies, which 

shows that more implementation and monitoring are required. 

After seeing the gap between urban and rural communities, the government has started projects to 

enhance education in rural regions. For instance, the “Two Basics” initiative seeks to improve rural 

schools’ infrastructure and quality of instruction. The training of teachers and the environment in the 

classroom has improved as a result of this effort, but further development is still needed to close the 

gap entirely. 

The chances available to students from underprivileged backgrounds have increased because of 

financial support programs like scholarships and grants. Government scholarships have allowed 

gifted people to complete higher education, promoting social mobility. The accessibility and delivery 

of such help, however, continue to be problematic. 

The difficulties still exist despite China’s commitment to eliminating educational inequality, as 

seen by these policies and measures. Because of the country’s population and the variety of its regions, 

constant efforts and adaptable tactics are required. Rural-urban discrepancies still exist despite 

advances, highlighting the need for ongoing attention to fair educational opportunities. 

Promising examples of successful interventions include the “Pair-Up and Assist” program’s 

achievement in raising enrollment rates and the “Two Basics” project’s improvements in rural 

schooling. However, concerns are raised about the consistent application of rules throughout various 
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locations. The fact that certain places still get less than ideal resource distribution emphasizes how 

crucial it is to guarantee consistent effect. 

It is admirable that the Chinese government is committed to resolving educational inequality via 

initiatives and policies. Even when progress has been achieved, it is crucial to keep honing tactics to 

deal with enduring problems. For China to achieve long-term educational fairness, a comprehensive 

strategy that integrates resource allocation, policy innovation, and stakeholder cooperation is essential. 

7. Solutions and Recommendations 

In China, achieving educational fairness will need creative approaches, considered policy changes, 

and engaged community involvement. We can develop a comprehensive strategy for addressing the 

complex issue of educational inequality by expanding on the information and ideas received. 

1. Targeted Resource Allocation: Implementing a dynamic resource allocation mechanism is 

crucial. To more effectively eliminate inequities, resources should be distributed based on individual 

needs as opposed to standard formulae. The government may guarantee fair access to high-quality 

education by providing more funds and assistance to schools in underserved regions. This strategy is 

consistent with the achievements of programs like the “Pair-Up and Assist” program, where focused 

interventions had beneficial results. 

2. Teacher Training and Support: It is essential to fund teacher development and support 

systems. Increasing teacher credentials, particularly in rural regions, may raise educational standards 

and guarantee that pupils get the assistance they need. The “Two Basics” project’s accomplishments 

show the beneficial effects of teacher-focused initiatives on academic results. Policies that offer 

continuing professional development for teachers and incentivize them to work in remote schools 

may have a transformational impact. 

3. Technological Integration: Technology may help eliminate regional barriers and improve 

access to education. Digital resources and online learning platforms may provide high-quality 

education to isolated areas, allowing students to access it wherever they are. Recent developments in 

online learning during the worldwide pandemic have shown how successful technology is at 

expanding educational horizons. 

4. Public-Private Partnerships: Public-private partnerships have the potential to spur innovation 

in education. In addition to government initiatives, encouraging private investment in education may 

increase educational possibilities, especially in neglected regions. In order to ensure that all students 

benefit from these efforts, these collaborations should abide by legal frameworks that place a high 

priority on educational quality. 

5. Parent and Community Engagement: It is revolutionary to include parents and communities 

in schooling. A parent’s ability to participate actively in their children’s education may be 

strengthened via the establishment of support networks, seminars, and educational initiatives. This 

involvement cultivates a culture that values education and encourages pupils to achieve academic 

success. In some nations, community-driven efforts have been effective in improving the educational 

environment. 

The necessity of these suggestions is highlighted by the data gathered from differences in 

economic, regional, and gender-based variables. The effectiveness of legislation requiring 

compulsory education, programs to reduce poverty, and focused efforts show the possibility for 

change. However, due to the intricacy of educational inequality, a flexible, multifaceted strategy that 

draws on the combined power of the state, localities, and creative tactics is required. 

Our ideas aim to remove the impediments to advancement in the quest for educational justice. 

China can grow closer to building a fair and inclusive education system that empowers its residents 

by adopting targeted resource allocation, teacher empowerment, technology innovation, public-

private partnerships, and community participation. 
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8. Conclusion 

In the tapestry of China’s educational landscape, the threads of educational inequity are woven deep, 

creating disparities that touch lives, divide communities, and hinder national progress. Our 

exploration of this intricate issue has illuminated the root causes, highlighted the far-reaching 

consequences, and underscored the urgent need for concerted action. 

From economic disparities shaping access to rural-urban divides that amplify inequality, we have 

traced the intricate web of factors influencing educational inequity. We have witnessed how this 

phenomenon hampers individual aspirations, reinforces social divisions, and even restrains the 

nation’s economic potential. The data, insights from scholarly research, and real-life examples have 

painted a vivid picture of the multifaceted challenge that stands before us. 

Its policies and interventions show China’s commitment to rectifying this issue. Compulsory 

education laws, poverty alleviation initiatives, and targeted rural education programs have been steps 

in the right direction. Nevertheless, as we have explored, challenges persist. Achieving educational 

equity requires innovative approaches leveraging technology, fostering teacher excellence, and 

engaging communities. 

The significance of addressing educational equity challenges in China must be considered. The 

well-being of individuals, the harmony of society, and the trajectory of the economy are intrinsically 

tied to education. Bridging these divides opens doors for individual potential and paves the way for 

a more inclusive and prosperous nation. 

In conclusion, it is imperative to recognize that the journey toward educational equity is not solely 

the responsibility of policymakers and institutions. A collective endeavor demands the involvement 

of communities, educators, parents, and every citizen who recognizes the transformative power of 

education. The call to action echoes: Let us unite in pursuing a future where every child, regardless 

of background, can learn, thrive, and contribute to a brighter China. 
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