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Abstract: This research is about the role of the silk road on the spread of Stentorian. 

Throughout the researched three important Archaeological sites, and analyzed the key East 

Syriac Christian Artifacts in these sites. Throughout the analyze of these artifacts by 

analyzing their values and limitations to define whether the source can be trusted. By 

evaluating the information the source given and conclude whether the site is an important 

East Syriac Christian Site. A pattern with all these Archaeological site are all a part of the silk 

road, therefore that East Syriac Christian is spreading all along the silk road and the silk road 

helped the spread of East Syriac Christian can be confirmed. The East Syriac Christian 

Monument in Xi’an, the East Syriac Christian Artifacts in Dunhuang, East Syriac Christian 

CHRISTIANITY IN CENTRAL ASIA. To evaluate the relationship between the silk road 

and the spread of East Syriac Christian, it can give us a further understanding of the spiritual 

side of the things that silk road spread. 
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1. Introduction 

The purpose of this paper is to answer the question: In what extent does the establishment of the silk 

road affect the spread of East Syriac Christian between the 7th century to the 10th century., which is 

the Tang Dynasty. 

I chose this research topic is because that the ancient silk road is a platform that not only spread 

goods such as spice and silk, but also spread mental concept such as trend of thoughts. So in this 

research I want to research the mental side of the silk road. I chose East Syriac Christian as an example 

is because there was a book that inspired my research, and this book mentioned East Syriac Christian. 

So I chose East Syriac Christian which is one of the Christian Denomination that silk road spreads as 

an example. 

I want to find out whether the establish of the silk road is a factor of the spread of Christian as a 

result. The spread of Christian take the world over 700 years to establish. But I believe there are still 

a lot of factors which are still unrevealed. So I want to investigate that whether the Silk Road speed 

up this process or not.  

In this paper, I used my source from Jstor, Academia and cnki.com. The primary sources I found 

all came from these websites.  
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Silk Road is an ancient trading network which connected China with the Mediterranean. And the 

establishment of the silk road can be traced to the Han Dynasty during the second century BC.[1] 

East Syriac Christian is one of the world’s first Christian sect, it is founded by Nestorios, who is 

the patriach of Constantinple. From the East Syriac Christian theory, Jesus existed as two characters, 

the man and the divine or Son of God. However, in 431CE.The synod of Ephesus claimed East Syriac 

Christian as a cult and exiled Nestorios and his followers out of the Byzantium Empire. So Nestorios 

and his followers forced to spread its religion throughout the silk road [2]. So in this article I want to 

research in what extent does the silk road affect the spread of East Syriac Christian. 

2. Research about the East Syriac Christian Monument: 

There are evidence to show the existence of East Syriac Christian in Ancient China at the year 781. 

The East Syriac Christian Monument from Xi’an set up in 781 by Syriac Christians. From the East 

Syriac Christian Monument, we can prove the spread of Christian from Syria to China has been 

established. This Monument is a primary source, however, it still has some limitations. 

The East Syriac Christian Monument can help us evaluate the time period of early East Syriac 

Christian missionaries, it can show the existence of East Syriac Christian in the Tang Dynasty. 

However, this source still has some limitations. the content is not written by historians and the content 

is written at that time. So the content of the text on the Monument are lack of accuracy of what exactly 

happened at that time.  

The East Syriac Christian Monument was firstly set in the age 781, and it was written by a disciple, 

Jingjing Adam [3], as a symbol of cultural integration. This source revealed the existence of East 

Syriac Christian in the 8th Century. But most importantly, it is an artifact which reveal the spread of 

East Syriac Christian from Syria to China throughout the Silk Road.  

This monument mentioned Aluben (Also be known as “Alopen” or “A-lo-pen”) He is a Persian 

Missionary who arrived at Changan at the year 635 CE. And Emperor Taizong (626-648) he was 

permitted to spread East Syriac Christian in the year 638.[3] So the existence of East Syriac Christian 

in China at the year 635 is proved.  

From this piece of history source, we can confirm that East Syriac Christian was spread in Ancient 

China, and there are proof to show the existence of them, and it indeed arrived at Changan in the 7th 

century. 

 

Figure 1: The East Syriac Christian Monument in Xi’an[4]. 
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3. Research about East Syriac Christian Artifact in Dunhuang 

Dunhuang is located at northwest of China, in Gansu Provence. It has one of the worlds’ largest 

artistic creation store and literature [5] And here also lies a lot of East Syriac Christian Artifacts and 

literature copies. These copies are important resources for us to research about the Spread of East 

Syriac Christian along the silk road, because Dunhuang is an important trading site along the silk 

road.  

There were several East Syriac Christian Literature Copies that were found in the early 1900s.A 

particular case is “Daqin East Syriac Christian Xuanyuan Benjing”. It was estimated to be written 

between the 9th and 10th century, This literature copy was originally collected by Li Shengduo, later 

it was sold to Japanese Entrepreneur Nishio Shinpei. Researchers assume this literature copies were 

originally a copies that was directly written in Chinese by East Syriac Christian missionaries in order 

to spread East Syriac Christian in this region. And this source is written by the same man who also 

wrote the Daqin East Syriac Christian Monument, who is Jinjing. By comparing the writing of these 

two works, researchers confirmed that these two works are all wrote by the same men, hence they 

confirmed that this source is written between the 9th and 10th century. This can prove the existence of 

East Syriac Christian in this region between the 9th and 10th centuries [6], furthermore, this can prove 

that the East Syriac Christian has deeply integrate the society. This proved that the East Syriac 

Christian once played a huge rule in Dunhuang. 

From source two we can find out that the copies in Dunhuang can prove the exist of East Syriac 

Christians in Dunhuang. This source directly come from Dunhuang and it is written at that time. 

However, due to the length of time of this source, and the fact that there are two East Syriac Christian 

Literature copies that can’t be identified as true. So whether this copie is true can’t be totally 

confirmed. However, this source still can be confirmed. The purpose of these Literature copies are to 

spread East Syriac Christian to Chinese Citizen. The content of the copies are all about East Syriac 

Christian. However, this source also have a lot of limitations. There is no information about the 

Journey of the East Syriac Christian of travelling the silk road or any related information. But this 

source still can be a proof that can show the existence of East Syriac Christian in Dunhuang, which 

is a very important silk road site. 

 

Figure 2: Picture of Daqin East Syriac Christian Xuanyuan Benjing [7]. 
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4. Research about the East Syriac Christian in Central Asia 

Central Asia is also an important location for us to research the East Syriac Christian, from past to 

present, it is one of the worlds’ most important East Syriac Christian site. In the article: East Syriac 

Christian CHRISTIANITY IN CENTRAL ASIA. The author mentioned this over and over. In this 

article, he mentioned Central Asia as a very important East Syriac Christian settlement. Even during 

Islamic rule, they can still live their and continue to run their medical school. However, because of 

the Muslim restrictions on Christian evangelization in the Arab Caliphate, East Syriac Christians must 

went spread their religion toward the east, and this leads to the East Syriac Christian to oversaw a 

larger part of Area during the time of Timothy I (779-820). Nineteen metropolitans and 85 bishops 

represented the church in these places. East Syriac Christian grown to its strongest point in this area. 

This represent that the East Syriac Christian has gain a lot of power at that time, which means a large 

part of the silk road is controlled by Nastorians. [8] 

This source also gave me an important information-a lot of East Syriac Christians are sogdians. 

The sogdians play an important role in the spread of East Syriac Christian because they can work and 

settle independently without the requirement for monastery.[8] 

This source is a secondary source, which means that this source could be untrue or not accurate 

enough in a certain point of view, however, this is written by professional historian which means that 

this source is highly logical and professional. It can be a useful source to research the East Syriac 

Christian in Central Asia.  

5. Conclusion 

 

Figure 3: A silk road map [9]. 

In my research, there are three important sites, as Figure 3 shows and they are Central Asia, Dunhuang, 

and Chang’an. We can find a pattern of these three places-they are all a part of the silk road. 

Furthermore, their location is connected with trading route. So these locations are not isolated, they 

are connected. From that we can get a solution-since the Nestorio is exiled from the Byzantium 

Empire, he and his follower are travelling east throughout the silk road. And established several 

important East Syriac Christian site in Dunhuang and Changan. And the strong East Syriac Christian 

Foundation in Central Asia also increased this situation. So we can get the conclusion that the Silk 

Road plays an important role in the spread of East Syriac Christian. 
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