
 

Research on the Influence of Douyin on Teenager in China 

Yuehan Fang1,a,* 

1Ningbo Xiaoshi High School, Ningbo, Zhejiang, 315000, China 

a. KristinaFang1226@outlook.com 

*corresponding author 

Abstract: In today's dynamic digital landscape, the influence of social media on adolescents 

has emerged as a central focus of research, education, and parenting. Douyin, a prominent 

short-form video platform, has become a key player in shaping teenagers' online experiences. 

This qualitative study undertakes a comprehensive exploration of the intricate relationship 

between Douyin and teenagers, shedding light on both its advantages and challenges. With a 

thorough review of pertinent literature, this research investigates Douyin's multifaceted 

impact on teenagers' psychological, social, and educational spheres. The study is guided by 

specific research objectives, including the examination of how Douyin fosters global 

connections and cross-cultural interactions, serves as a platform for promoting social 

awareness, contributes to skill development and informal learning, shapes teenagers' 

engagement with current events, and explores potential negative consequences such as 

addiction, physical harm, mental health issues, privacy concerns, and exposure to 

inappropriate content. The findings underscore the dual nature of Douyin's influence on 

teenagers, elucidating its role as a catalyst for global connections and social change, while 

also highlighting potential pitfalls related to addiction, safety, and privacy. As Douyin 

continues to play a pivotal role in the digital lives of teenagers, this research serves as a timely 

reminder of the importance of responsible use and guidance from educators, parents, and 

guardians. It underscores the need for a balanced approach to harnessing the platform's 

benefits while safeguarding against its potential drawbacks, emphasizing the broader 

significance of navigating the digital world with mindfulness and intentionality. 
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1. Introduction 

In the ever-evolving digital landscape, the influence of social media on adolescents has become a 

focal point of research, education, and parenting. Douyin, a short-form video platform, has risen as a 

significant player in shaping teenagers' online experiences. This study delves into the complex 

interplay between Douyin and teenagers, uncovering both its benefits and challenges. 

Within the field of digital media and adolescent development, Douyin's role is dynamic and pivotal. 

As this platform gains prominence, understanding its impact on teenagers' psychological, social, and 

educational spheres becomes imperative. Existing studies touch on certain aspects of Douyin's 

influence, yet a comprehensive analysis examining its dual nature is lacking. This research aims to 

bridge this gap by dissecting Douyin's impact on teenagers. 
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The overarching theme centers on Douyin's dual effect on adolescents, encompassing both 

favorable outcomes and potential drawbacks.  

The study addresses specific research objectives: Investigate how Douyin fosters global 

connections and cross-cultural interactions among teenagers. 

Examine the ways in which Douyin serves as a platform for promoting social awareness and 

democratizing radicalism. Assess the extent to which Douyin contributes to teenagers' skill 

development and informal learning. Analyze how Douyin shapes teenagers' engagement with current 

events and their role as informed citizens. Explore the potential negative consequences of Douyin for 

teenagers, encompassing addiction, physical harm, mental health issues, privacy concerns, and 

exposure to inappropriate content. 

This paper adopts a qualitative approach, drawing from a review of relevant literature to explore 

various aspects of Douyin, including trends, user engagement, and preferences. 

2. Positive Influences of Douyin on Teenagers 

Douyin's short video format is in line with the trend of shortened attention time for modern consumers. 

Teenagers can consume a variety of content in a short period of time, making it an ideal choice for 

quick entertainment and rest. This platform provides a large number of editing tools, filters, and 

effects, allowing users to creatively express themselves and showcase their talents, whether it is dance, 

singing, comedy, or any other art form. This application provides a niche community that caters to 

the diverse interests of teenagers. Whether it's art, radicalism, or fans, there is a community that suits 

everyone. In addition, Douyin's large-scale statistical data can quickly understand user preferences 

and provide content that suits personal tastes. This makes the content feed highly personalized and 

attractive to users. Douyin advocates spontaneity rather than perfection, which may not be so scary 

for teenagers. Unlike platforms where highly planned content becomes the norm, Douyin celebrates 

primitive, authentic, and spontaneous content. 

2.1. Free Creative Environment: Cultivating Global Connections and Social Awareness 

In the increasingly globalized world, Douyin stands out as a platform that fosters cross-cultural 

connections and promotes international harmony and understanding. Boyd aptly emphasizes how 

Douyin's interface blurs geographical boundaries, allowing users to seamlessly engage with content 

from around the world [1]. This unique feature plays a pivotal role in shaping the experiences of 

teenagers who use the platform. 

Through Douyin, teenagers embark on a virtual journey across different continents, gaining deeper 

insights into a rich tapestry of cultures, traditions, and lifestyles. Each video becomes a window to a 

different corner of the globe, offering a unique opportunity for cultural exploration. This global 

exposure cultivates cosmopolitanism among young users, a crucial asset in a rapidly globalizing 

world where intercultural competence is increasingly important. 

Moreover, Douyin transcends the limitations of traditional forms of social awareness and activism. 

It offers a more flexible and accessible platform for teenagers to engage with pressing local and global 

issues. Movements like "Black Man's Life is Life" and climate change awareness resonate deeply 

within the Douyin community, showcasing its power as a tool for change. As Bennett and Segerberg 

suggest, digital platforms like Douyin democratize radicalism, granting every user a voice, 

perspective, and the opportunity to become a change agent [2]. In this way, Douyin redefines the 

traditional paradigm, expanding its role beyond mere entertainment to become an enlightenment 

platform. 
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2.2. Accumulation of Rich Knowledge: Skills Development and Staying Informed 

Douyin is not just a platform for entertainment; it has evolved into a dynamic hub for knowledge 

acquisition across various domains. The distinction between learning and entertainment has become 

increasingly blurred, and Douyin is at the forefront of this transformation. 

The platform offers a wide array of tutorials that cater to diverse interests and passions. From arts 

and crafts to complex scientific experiments, Douyin provides bite-sized lessons that captivate young 

minds. Teenagers can explore their interests, learn to play musical instruments, pick up new languages, 

or grasp intricate scientific concepts – all through engaging and informative videos. This informal 

learning ecosystem complements traditional education, contributing to teenagers' overall 

development. 

Additionally, Douyin's content relevance algorithms ensure that users stay informed about major 

global events. In an age characterized by information overload, Douyin streamlines the process of 

identifying and understanding relevant news. Tandoc commend the platform for its advantages in 

cultivating informed citizens [3]. Complex geopolitical events are distilled into understandable 

fragments through catchy melodies, creative graphics, and concise content. Douyin empowers 

teenagers to be active participants in global dialogue, enhancing their awareness of important issues. 

2.3. Interesting Time Consumption: Entertainment and Relaxation 

Amidst the academic and social pressures of adolescence, Douyin provides a much-needed platform 

for relaxation and entertainment. Johnson and Knobloch Westerwick have conducted research 

highlighting its therapeutic potential, and it's evident in the platform's diverse content library [4]. 

From comedy sketches that induce fits of laughter to captivating music performances and immersive 

storytelling, Douyin offers a digital haven where teenagers can unwind, find joy, and momentarily 

escape the demands of daily life. 

Douyin serves as a valuable source of entertainment and respite, offering a multitude of ways for 

teenagers to engage and connect with content that brings delight and comfort. Whether through 

humorous videos, catchy music, or engaging narratives, Douyin provides a platform where young 

users can experience moments of relaxation, laughter, and enjoyment, balancing the challenges they 

face during adolescence. 

3. Negative Influences of Douyin on Teenagers 

3.1. Time Poured Too Much: The Silent Threat of Addiction 

Douyin, with its captivating content and seamless scrolling, has become a popular platform among 

teenagers. However, this very design element that makes Douyin so engaging also poses a silent threat: 

addiction. Users, especially adolescents, can find themselves spending countless hours on the 

platform, often at the expense of other essential activities. 

Research by Paul has shown that excessive digital participation, a phenomenon associated with 

platforms like Douyin, can have a chain reaction effect [5]. It can lead to decreased academic 

performance, hinder personal development, and even impact physical health. For teenagers, time is a 

precious and limited resource, and the uncontrolled use of Douyin can undermine their long-term 

aspirations. 

The allure of Douyin's continuous content feed, where one video seamlessly leads to another, 

makes it easy for users to lose track of time. The dopamine rush from each new video and the desire 

to see more can create a cycle of addiction. This addiction can disrupt study schedules, reduce the 

time available for physical activities, and even affect sleep patterns, which are crucial for adolescents' 

growth and well-being. 
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3.2. The Information is Too Complex: Managing Dangerous Challenges and Emotional 

Minefields 

Douyin's pursuit of viral fame has led to the emergence of dangerous challenges within the platform's 

content. Challenges like 'Skull Breaker' and 'Flame Challenge' have gained notoriety for their risky 

nature. Research conducted by Taylor and Silver has shed light on the physical dangers associated 

with these challenges [6]. 

Despite Douyin's efforts to remove such content, the sheer quantity of user-generated videos and 

the platform's viral nature make it a persistent challenge. These challenges can lead to accidents and 

injuries, posing a genuine physical threat to users who attempt to replicate them. 

Beyond physical dangers, Douyin, like other social media platforms, has contributed to the 

growing mental health concerns among teenagers. Twenge and Campbell have highlighted the impact 

of constant digital validation-seeking behavior, where users gauge their self-worth based on the 

number of likes, shares, and comments received [7]. This can lead to distorted self-perceptions, 

anxiety, and depression, particularly among impressionable teenagers. O'Keeffe and Clarke Pearson 

emphasized the harmful effects of premature exposure to adult content and advocated for stricter 

content filters [8]. 

Online bullying is another concerning issue that thrives on platforms like Douyin. The anonymity 

provided by the digital realm can embolden individuals to engage in hurtful behavior. This online 

bullying can significantly impact teenagers' mental well-being and overall happiness. 

3.3. Privacy and Security: Sailing in the Mist of Content 

In an era marked by data breaches and privacy concerns, Douyin's extensive data collection practices 

have garnered significant attention. The platform collects a vast amount of user data, including 

location, device information, and user behavior. 

This massive collection of user data presents enticing targets for malicious actors. As highlighted 

by Gallagher, the risks associated with such data collection are multifaceted Gallagher [9]. Malicious 

actors may attempt identity theft, target users with phishing attacks, or exploit vulnerabilities in the 

platform's data security. 

Moreover, Douyin's content landscape is diverse, encompassing everything from inspiring and 

educational content to inappropriate and explicit material. Young audiences, including teenagers, are 

exposed to a wide range of content, and not all of it is suitable for their age group. 

Premature exposure to adult content can have detrimental effects on the development and well-

being of young users. Advocating for stricter content filters and parental controls becomes essential 

to safeguard the digital experiences of teenagers. 

4. Discussion  

Douyin provides a platform for users to express themselves, learn and communicate, but it also brings 

a series of hidden dangers and problems. The key to using Douyin is balance: enjoy all the benefits it 

provides, but also be aware of its potential risks, and take appropriate measures to protect ourselves. 

Douyin also reminds us that in the era when digitalization is increasingly dominating our lives, how 

to define and maintain the identity, how to find a balance between the digital world and the real world, 

and how to maintain authenticity and sincerity while pursuing viral popularity are all issues that need 

to think deeply about. In general, Douyin is a platform full of opportunities and challenges. Properly 

using it can open up new perspectives and possibilities for us, but improper use may bring irreversible 

consequences. Therefore, the attitude towards Douyin should be open but cautious, enjoy the fun it 

brings, and be alert to its potential risks. 
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Balancing the pros and cons of Douyin requires a proactive approach. Educators, parents, and 

guardians play a crucial role in guiding teenagers to use this platform wisely. An open dialogue on 

the importance of responsible use, privacy settings, time management, and offline participation helps 

to delineate boundaries. 

5. Conclusion 

Douyin is a vivid proof of the era of digital evolution. It opens up a world full of opportunities, 

cultivates a global perspective, and hones multiple skills for teenagers, while also bringing challenges 

that symbolize the complexity of the digital age. One of the most profound benefits of Douyin is the 

democratization of information and its ability to balance sound. Teenagers who have traditionally 

been seen but not heard have gained an unprecedented platform for expression, education, and 

participation. Through this medium, they can now share their talents, advocate for social change, and 

even have a detailed understanding of global events, challenging the ancient beliefs of young people 

who are not interested in world affairs. However, the shadow surface of Douyin's influence is a mirror 

reflection of these benefits. The global connections of enlightenment can also be misleading, and 

open voice platforms can sometimes echo harmful information. The design of this application 

encourages endless scrolling, which raises the issue of how technology affects time management, 

attention duration, and physical health. In addition, pursuing high-risk games for digital verification 

is is a new-era challenge that previous generations did not face. Perhaps the most crucial thing is that 

the huge digital footprints left by teenagers in their pursuit of viral behavior can make them vulnerable 

to serious privacy violations. It is also worth noting that although Douyin is an important influencer, 

it is part of the broader digital landscape that influences adolescent behavior and psychology. It cannot 

be singled out alone; it is a part of the internet. 

Balancing the pros and cons of Douyin requires a proactive approach. Educators, parents, and 

guardians play a crucial role in guiding teenagers to use this platform wisely. An open dialogue on 

the importance of responsible use, privacy settings, time management, and offline participation helps 

to delineate boundaries. In summary, Douyin is not just an application; This phenomenon symbolizes 

the broader significance of living in the digital world. Its dual impact on adolescents calls for action 

from all relevant stakeholders - reminding people that although technology can be a powerful driving 

force, its unconstrained impact can also be challenging. With the continuous development of the 

digital age, it is crucial for us to move forward cautiously and consciously, and firmly commit to 

ensuring that platforms such as Douyin are used in the best way for growth, learning, and true 

connections. 

While this discussion has highlighted Douyin's impact on teenagers in terms of addiction, safety 

challenges, and privacy issues, one notable limitation is the lack of comprehensive data analysis. 

Future research could benefit from more extensive data collection and analysis to provide a deeper 

understanding of these issues. 

Additionally, a more detailed examination of the effectiveness of Douyin's content moderation and 

safety measures would be valuable. This could involve collaboration with the platform to gain access 

to internal data and insights. 
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